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BIOGRAPHY. 


IIAT we may be enabled 

to form a correct opinion 
of the venerable founders of the 
New-England Colonies, it is ne- 
cessary for us to have a more 
distinct view of those individuals, 
whose virtues and services ren- 
dered them conspicuous, than 
can be taken from a general his- 
tory of events. Though sensi- 
ble that the task is arduous, and 
the subject worthy of the labors 
of the ablest Biographer, under 
the persuasion that some ac- 
count of the characters of those 
great and good men, whom we 
love to denominate our forefath- 
ers, will be acceptable to the 
readers of the Magazine, the 
work will be attempted. 

Of the early settlements of 
New-England, the colony of 
Plymouth, the first in standing, 
Von. V. NO. 6. 





of the most important civil 
and religious institutions. The 
fathers of that colony, therefore, 
for their zeal and indefatigable 
labors, will always be held in 
the most grateful remembrance; 
while their practial wisdom and 
rational piety can never cease to 
be revered. The eminent char- 
acters of that colony, may, very 
justly, be the subject of our 
first attention. 

The most distinguished per- 
son of that extraordinary com- 
pany, who made the settlement 
of Plymouth, and commenced 
the first colony, which in its 
early state had the appearance 
of permanency, within the pre- 
sent limits of the United States, 
was their venerable Minister, the 
Rey. John Robinson. Through 
the interesting vicissitudes of 
about twenty years, he was their 
leader, their shield, and the only 
common bond which gave a 
unity to all their pursuits. 

Mr. Robinson was born in 
the East of England, about the 
year 1575. Possessed of a strong 
and discriminating mind, under 
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the advantages of a liberal edu- 
cation, he made an early and 
distinguished progress in those 
branches of science which were 
the principal subjects of learn- 
ing in that day. Having been 
early inducted into the work of 
the gospel ministry, he applied 
with great diligence to the study 
of the scriptures, and to the con- 
stitution and character of the 
naiional church. Of that church 
he was a member, having re- 
ceived episcopal ordination, and 
was settled over a small congre- 
gation near Yarmouth. He en- 
tered upon the work of the 
ministry about the time when 
the debates, between the advo- 
cates of high episcopuey and 
the Puritans, managed by those 
able champions Whitgift and 
Cartright, were carried on with 
the utmost vigor. The minds 
of all men were affected with 
those discussions, and such as 
were of an inquisitive turn, ne- 
cessarily examined those sub- 
jects which so greatly agitated 
the nation. From a careful at- 
tention to the existing order of 
the religious establishment, Mr. 
Robinson became convinced that 
many of the ordinances and cer- 
emonics of the church were 
unsupported by divine precept, 
and inconsistent with the word 
of God. Finding that rites of 
human invention were main- 
tained and enforced with as 
much pertinacity as any of the 
express precepts or ordinances 
of Christ, that he was denied 
the privilege of conscientious 
omission of forms and ceremo- 
nies confesssedly unessential, 
Mr. Robinson determined, at 
the hazard of all temporal good, 
to separate from the established 
church. 
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About the year 1580, a sect 
of violent separatists arose in 
England, the principal leader of 
whom was Robert Brown, from 
whom the sect was denominated 
Brownists, These absolutely 
disowned the Church of Eng. 
land as a church of Christ, 
and held it to be unlawiul to 
hold any communion with that 
church. Mr. Robinson, on a 
discovery of the numerous fac- 
tiitious rites which were imposed 
by the church, of the arbitrary 
measures and high usurpations 
of the hierarchy, fell into the 
same mistaken sentiments, and 
connected himself with the 
Brownisis. The sentiments 
which he embraced and _ public- 
ly maintained, were generally 
adopted by his congregation. 
Enlightened by his luminous 
mind, allured by his ardent pie- 
ty, attached by his unfeigned 
mouth, the congregation ever 
adhered to their faithful, beloved 
pastor. Mr. Robinson publish- 
ed some small tracts in vin- 
dication of the lawfulness of 
separation, and in opposition to 
many of the ordinances of the 
ecclesiastical establishment.— 
Many of the Brownisis, unable 
to endure the persecuting zeal 
of Archbishop Whitgift and his 
successor Bancroft, fied to Hol- 
land and set up several churches. 
Those churches enjoyed the la- 
bors of several excellent divines 
whose names are still eminent 
in the departments of divinity 
and science —Mr. Robinson and 
his people made many efforts to 
enjoy and perform the pure 


worship and ordinances of the 
gospel, im a private manner, 
without giving offence to those 
who sought to enforcea general 
But the zeal of 
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the ecclesiastical courts and the 
vigilance of the pursuivants ren- 
dering this impracticable, they 
were compelled to look for an 
asylum in foreign countries. 
The removal of Mr. Robinson 
and his congregation to Am- 
sterdam, in the year 1607, and 
in the year following to Leyden, 
was particularly described in 
our third Number. 

Mr. Robinson was a man of 
an independent mind, who made 
truth and duty his great objects 
of pursuit, and was not to be 
governed by the prejudices of a 
sect. Ona more near acquaint- 
ance with the principles and 
practices of the Brownists than 
he could obtain in his native 
country, aided by the light of 
the holy scriptures and an in- 
tercourse with some eminent 
Puritan divines, he became sen- 
sible of the unreasonable bigotry 
and many errors of the Brown- 
ists, and undertook to effect a 
reformation in their sentiments 
and churches. In this important 
undertaking, he was eminently 
successful. Many of the Brown- 
ists gradually came into his sen- 
timents, and, that they might be 
distinguished from those who 
tenaciously adhered to the sen- 
timents of Brown and went 
even greater lengths in error, 
they were distinguished by the 
name of Indefiendents. The 
leading principles on which Mr. 

Robinson’s church in Leyden 
was established, were these :— 
They acknowledged the doctrinal 
Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land to contain the essential doc- 
trines of the gospel; they held 
that, that was a true church of 
Christ, and as such to be vene- 
rated and esteemed ; that every 
individual church had received 
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authority from Christ to enjoy 
all the privileges, to exercise all 
the rights which he has appoint- 
ed for his visible people ; and 
that such a church is not ame- 
nable to any external or superi- 
or ecclesiastical authority.— 
They held a cordial commun- 
ion with the Reformed churches 
of Holland, with the churches 
of Geneva, with the French 
Protestants who were regulated 
by the Wailoon Confession, and 
with the most of the Reformed 
churches they agreed in the es- 
sential principles of doctrine and 


practice. They held it lawful 
to unite with the Church of 
England in’ Christian  inter- 


course and divine worship, but 
not to commune with them, in 
their then existing state, in 
sealing ordinances. This ac- 
count is taken from a Confession 
of Faith and a general account 
of that first Independent church 
drawn by Mr. Robinson, with 
great ability and learning, and 
published at Leyden in latin, in 
the year 1619. It is entitled 4n 
Apology for the English exiles, 
who are vulgarly calied Brown- 
ists. In this Confession it is 
stated, ** We hold the Reformed 
Churches to be true and genu- 
ine, we profess communion with 
them in the sacraments of God, 
and, as far as we are able, culti- 
vate their fellowship.” Dr. 
Mosheim observes, “ Instead of 
differing from all other Chris- 
tian societies, it may rather be 
said of the Independents, that 
they were perfectly agreed with 
by far the greatest part of 
the Reformed churches.” The 


religious sentiments, in doctrine 
and practice, which were re- 
ceived by Mr. Robinson’s church 
at Leyden, under the instruction 
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of that great man, and after- 
wards brought to America, were 
remarkably coincident with those 
which have since been so ably 
vindicated by Dr. Hopkins in 
his incomparable System; a 
work which will be admired in 
the latest periods of the church, 
notwithstanding the censures it 
now receives from many by 
whom it was never read. The 
sentiments of Mr. Robinson 
which have been mentioned, 
which were adopted by his 
people, afford a satisfactory rea- 
son for an extraordinary remark 
of that acute historian Mr. 
Hume. He says, of the Inde- 
pendents, “ Of all Christian 
sects, this was the first, which 
during its prosperity, as well as 
its adversity, always adopted the 
principle of toleration.” 

At the time that Mr. Robin- 
son removed to Leyden, the 
celebrated Arminius was pro- 
fessor of divinity in the emi- 
nent university of that city, and 
publicly inculcated his peculiar 
religious sentiments. After his 
death in 1609, he was succeed- 
ed in the divinity chair by Epis- 
copius, who maintained the re- 
ligious sentiments of his prede- 
cessor with great ability and 
learning. An occurrence du- 
ring his professorate, deserves 
a particular mention in this 
place. Itis related in an histor- 
ical tract of Governor Bradford. 
* Episcopius, the Arminian 
professor, put forth his best 
strength and set forth sundry 
theses, which by public dispute 
he would defend againt all men. 
Now, Poliander, the other pro- 
fessor, and the chief preachers 
of the city desired Mr. Robin- 
son to dispute against him; 
but he was loth, being a stran- 
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ger: yet theother did impor. 
tune him and told him that 
such was the abilities and nim- 
bleness of the adversary, that the 
truth would suffer if he did not 
help them ; so that he conde- 
scended and prepared himself 
against the time, and when the 
day came, the Lord did so help 
him to defend the truth and foil 
his adversary as he put him to 
an apparent nonplus in this great 
and public audience, and so he 
did a second anda third time 
upon such like occasions, which 
procured him much honor and 
respect.” 

Mr. Robinson appears to 
have had no less influence with 
his people in the regulation of 
their moral conduct, than in the 
direction of their religious sen- 
timents. A little previous to 
their removal to America, the 
Magistrates of the city of Ley- 
den, in a public address to the 
members of the French church 
in that city, observe, These 
English -have lived among us 
these twelve years, and yet we 
never had any suit or accusation 
come against any of them; but 
your strifes and quarrels are 
continual.” 

The plan of a removal to 
America, projected by the con- 
gregation at Leyden, met with 
the cordial approbation of their 
reverend pastor. He considered 
the reasons for a removal suffi- 
cient, and resolved to accom- 
pany his beloved flock to the 
western wilderness. After atten- 
ding to the nature of the neces- 
Sary preparations, it was found 
that the whole company could 
not remove at one time, and it 
was agreed that the pastor 
should attend the greater nume 
ber. At the time of the first 
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emigration, the greater number 
remained in Holland, with whom 
Mr. Robinson continued. He 
remained, however, in the full 
expectation of removing, with 
the residue of his people, to 
America. This confident ex- 
pectation was never relinquish- 
ed till his death. 

When the first emigrants 
were prepared for their embark- 
ation, the congregation observ- 
ed, with great solemnity, a day 
of fasting and prayer. After 
preaching from Ezra viii. 21. 
Mr. Robinson addressed the ad- 
venturers in the following man- 
ner : 

“ Brethren, 

‘“ We are now quickly to 
part from one another, and 
whether I may ever live to see 
your faces on earth any more, 
the God of heaven only knows ; 
but whether the Lord has ap- 
pointed that or no, I charge you 
before God and his blessed an- 
gels, that you follow me no far- 
ther than you have seen me fol- 
low the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“If God reveal any thing to 
you, by any other instrument of 
his, be as ready to receive it as 
ever you were to receive any 
truth by my ministry; for I 
am verily persuaded the Lord 
has more truth yet to break 
forth out of his holy word. For 
my part, I cannot sufficiently 
bewail the condition of the re- 
formed churches, who are come 
to a period in religion, and will 
goat present no farther than 
the instruments of their refor- 
mation. The Lutherans can- 
not be drawn to go beyond what 
Luther saw ; whatever part of 
his will our God has revealed to 
Calvin, they will rather die than 
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you see, stick fast where they 
were left by that great man of 
God, who yet saw not all things. 

‘‘ This is a misery much to 
be lamented, for though they 
were burning and shining lights 
in their times, yet they pene- 
trated not into the whole 
counsel of God, but were they 
now living, would be as willing 
to embrace further light as that 
which they first received. I 
beseech you remember, it is an 
article of your church covenant, 
that you be ready to receive what- 
ever truth shall be made known 
to you from the written word of 
God. Remember that, and ev- 
ery other article of your sacred 
covenant. But I must here- 
withall exhort you to take heed 
what you receive as truth, ex- 
amine it, consider it, and com- 
pare it with other scriptures of 
truth, before you receive it ; for 
it is not possible the Christian 
world should come so lately out 
of such thick antichristian dark- 
ness, and that perfection of 
knowledge should break forth 
at once.” 

“I must also advise you to 
abandon, avoid, and shake off 
the name of BrownisTs ; it is 
a mere nick-name, anda brand 
for the making religion, and the 
professors of it, odious to the 
Christian world.”* 

The company who were to 
sail for America, being compo- 
sed of the younger part of the 
congregation, Mr. Robinson 
and their elder brethren accom- 
panied them to Delfthaven, 
where they embarked, July 2d, 


Tt 


* Had Judge Marshall been fa- 
vored with sufficient time for the 
compilation of his History, he would 
not have stated that the first settlers 
of Plymouth were Brownists. 
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1620. Having spent the pre- 
ceding night in Christian con- 
verse and social worship, in the 
morning, after exchanging the 
endearments of a mutual affec- 
tion, which nothing less than 
common sufferings in a strange 
land could have produced, the 
beloved pastor kneeled down on 
the sea-shore, and with a fer- 
vent prayer, commitied the ad- 
venturers to the care and mer- 
ey of heaven. ‘The pilgrims 
stepped on board, he gave them 
his blessing—that voice to which 
they had always listened with 
delight, they were not to hear 
again, till they hear it in the 
heavenly praises of redeeming 
love. 

The emigrants were to make 
some stay in England, before 
their final departure for the wes- 
tern continent. After they had 
sailed from Holland, Mr. Rob- 
inson wrote and sent to thema 
most affectionate and judicious 
pastoral letter, which was pre- 
served by them with the tender- 
est remembrance, and was of 
great benefit to them through 
the residue of their lives. In 
this, he counselled them, above 
all things else, to make their 
peace with God and their own 
consciencies, by a sincere re- 
pentance of all sin, and a life 
of faithful obedience to the di- 
vine commands. As the next 
most important duty, he exhor- 
ted them to live in peace with 
one another. Tobe very cau- 
tious of giving offence, and 
equally cautious of indulging 
an irritable temper, whereby 
they would be liable to take of- 
fence from others. He ob- 
serves, “ In myown experience, 
few or none havebeen found that 
sooner give offence, than those 
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that easily take it; neither 
have they ever proved sound and 
profitable members of society, 
who have nourished this touchy 
humour.” He warns them, 
with great earnestness, against 
the indulgence of a private, sel- 
fish spirit, whereby any one 
should be seeking, exclusively, 
his own personal interest. He 
reminds them that they are the 
house of God, and cautions 
them not to be shaken with un- 
profitable novelties and innova- 
tions. 

For a few succeeding years, 
Mr. Robinson continued with 
the part of his congregation re- 
maining in Holland, enjoying 
the utmost confidence of his 
own people, and rising, contin- 
ually, in the esteem and affec- 
tion of all to whom he was 
known. In 1621, and 1623, 
small companies of emigrants 
removed from the congregation 
to join their friends in Plymouth. 
So many obstacles were thrown 
in the way of the emigration of 
the principal part of the com- 
pany, by the Plymouth Com- 
pany in ingland, who liked not 
the religious sentiments of the 
Puritans, that their removal, the 
object of their earnest and 
constant hope, was delayed from 
year to year. 

In the year 1625, the provi- 
dence of God cast a sudden 
gloom upon all their prospects, 
by removing their beloved pas- 
tor to his eternal rest. This 
event, which threw the company 
in both continents into the deep- 
est mourning, was communi- 
cated to Plymouth in a letter 
from Leyden, of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract : “It has 
pleased the Lord to take out of 
this vale of teara, your and our 
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loving pastor, Mr. Robinson. 
He fell sick, Saturday morning, 
Feb. 22d, next day taught us 
twice, on the week grew weak- 
er every day, feeling little or 
no sensible pain to the last. 
Departed this life the Ist of 
March. Had acontinual ague. 
All his friends came freely to 
him. And if prayers, tears or 
means could have saved his life, 
he had not gone hence. We 
will still hold close in peace, 
wishing that you and we were 
together.” He died in the fif- 
licth year of his age. 

Mr. Robinson was a man of 
great dignity of manners, ofa 
very grave deportment, and 
possessed, in an eminent degree, 
that solemn piety which was 
characteristic of the distinguish- 
ed Puritans of his time. He 
had a singular talent at securing 
the affections and commanding 
the minds of men. Very few 
of his friends or followers 
ever forsook him, for every ad- 
ditional knowledge of his char- 
acter increased their attach- 
ment and confidence. Such 
was his acquaintance with the 
human character and such his 
knowledge of truth, that he sel- 
dom failed of the accomplish- 
ment of his purposes. He 
possessed the rarest talent in 
polemical writers, a candor of 
mind, which always bowed to 
the force of truth. Sensible of 
his own imperfections, he be- 
lieved that much additional 
light respecting divine truth re- 
mained in the sacred volume, 
to be sought out hereafter, by 
those that fear the Lord. I ap- 
prchend that the history of the 
church furnishes not another in- 
stance in which the founder of 
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nation has delivered such senti- 
ments as we have in Mr. Rob- 
inson’s farewell address to the 
emigrants for America. He 
requires them not to make his 
opinions their standard, but to 
be always ready to receive the 
truth which God in his mercy 
should lay before them. And 
expresses his confidence that 
much remains to be exhibited. 

A certain Mr. Jacob, an Eng- 
lish divine, compelled like ma- 
ny others to leave his own coun- 
try, after residing several years 
in Holland, fully imbibed the 
sentiments of Mr. Robinson, re- 
turned to England in 1616, and 
established the first indepen- 
dent church in that country. In 
a few years, they increased to a 
great number. The venerable 
Synod who composed the Savoy 
Confession in 1658, which has 
since been acknowledged by 
conventions of the churches in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
were Independents. 

An English historian, who 
was a great enemy to all non- 
conformists, observes, ‘“ Mr. 
Robinson was a man of excel- 
lent parts, and the most learned, 
polished, and modest spirit that 
ever separated from the church 
of England. The apologies he 
wrote were very handsome. By 
his connection with Dr. Ames 
and Mr. Parker, he was brought 
to a greater moderation than he 
at first expressed. He ruined 
the rigid separation by allow- 
ing the lawfulness of commun- 
ing with the church of England 
in the word and prayer, though 
not in the sacraments and dis- 
cipline.* 


— 


* Dr. Ames, here mentioned, was 
the celebrated Professor at the Uni- 


an extensive religious denomi- | versity of Franequer, and author 
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Such was the man, who un- 
der God, laid the foundation of 
the eldest church in the United 
States. 


The first Governor of the 
colony of Plymouth, was Mr. 
Joun Carver. During the pe- 
riod of the residence of Mr. Ro- 
binson and his congregation at 
Leyden, Mr. Carver was much 
distinguished for his talents and 
piety ;. and for his activity, zeal, 
and fidelity in the service of the 
company. In early life, his 
heart was, apparently, sanctified 
by the grace of God, which was 
evinced by a life faithfully devo- 
ted to the service of the Re- 
deemer. He possesseda grave 
rather than an ardent temper, 
yet he deliberately embraced the 
religious sentiments of the Pu- 
ritans, and resolved to submit to 
the privations of worldly good, 
rather than neglect or abuse the 
religion of a divine Saviour, by 
being subject to ordinances, aftcr 


— ia 


of the Medulla Theologizc. He 
was one that fled from the persecu- 
tion of Arch-bishop Bancroft, and 
found an honorable asylum in Hol- 
land. His friendship was of great 
advantage to Mr. Robinson, as he 
helped to convince him of the er- 
rors of the Brownists, and afforded 
him much assistance in establishing 
the order of the Leyden church. 
He intended to have removed to 
America, but was prevented by 
death, which took place in 1633. 
His widow and children removed to 
New-England, and brought his li- 
brary, which was of great value. 
He possessed a very acute mind and 
extensive learning, and was one of 
the ablest ministers of his time in 
opposition to the sentiments of the 
Arminians. A linea! descendent 
from him, was that great ornament 
cf our country, the late Fisher 
Ames. 
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the commandments and doctrines 
of men. He rejoiced in the pri- 
vileges of a British subject, and 
remembered with humble grati- 
tude the great things which God 
had done for his church in his 
native land, in delivering it from 
the bondage of papal superstition 
and tyranny. Yet perceiving 
that the national church, perti- 
naciously, retained errors, after 
they had been most clearly point- 
ed out.by affectionate and faith- 
ful friends ; that it persisted in 
enforcing, by penal sanctions, 
rites of human prescription, un- 
warranted, if not inconsistent 
with the gospel of Christ ; that 
it would allow no indulgence to 
those who begged an exemption 
from those burdensome services, 
while they would accord with all 
essential ordinances ; he felt 
himself called, in the providence 
of God, to bear a temperate tes- 
timony against such impositions, 
and to exercise those rights 
which Christ has given to all his 
people. Mindful of the high 
precept, Stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us 
Jrec, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage ; and 
knowing that to this no human 
authority was paramount; be- 
lieving that many of the ordinan- 
ces to which his obedience was 
required were an abridgment 
of this liberty, he felt authori- 
zed and bound to follow Christ 
alone. Thus he became one of 
the pillars, one of the most 
able and faithful supporters of 
Mr. Robinson’s church. 

Mr. Carver was a deacon of 
the church in Leyden, and re- 
tained the office after his remo- 
val to America. As an officer 
in the church, by his clear un- 
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ey. “he his sound judg- 
ment, his exemplary character, 
he possessed much influence, 
and was eminently useful in 
the performance of his many 
important duties. When we 
contemplate this little church, 
standing alone in the Christian 
world, with no friends or sister 
churches for its support, with- 
out the enjoyment of any eccle- 
siastical constitution, without 
any ancient and established usa- 
ges for their regulation, the pas- 
sions of individuals highly exci- 
ted by oppression; while we 
adore the merciful care of the 
great Heal of the church, in 
preserving them from ruin, we 
cannot but admire the wisdom, 
the prudence, the moderation, 
of the officers and influential 
members, by whose instrumen- 
tality they were thus preserved, 
and led to such an eminent puri- 
ty of gospel order. The expe- 
rience of two centuries has dis- 
covered no material defects in 
the system which they estab- 
lished. And no churches in 
the Christian world, according 
to their number, have, more 
eminently, enjoyed the divine 
blessing, than those which 
have been regulated according 
to their model. 

When the congregation at 
Leyden had become generally 
disposed to a removal from Hol- 
land, Mr. Carver and Mr. Cush- 
man were deputed to make ap- 
plication to the Virginia Com- 
pany in England, for some 
lands within their patent, for 
the establishment of a Colony. 
On account of the many preju- 
dicesexisting in Englandagainst 
this congregation, their first ap- 
plication was unsuccessful. 

Von. V. No. 6. 
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The year following, 1619, they 
obtained the grant.—Mr. Car- 
ver, for his education, his dis- 
cretion, his gravity of manners, 
and his activity in the business 
of the emigration, was looked 
upon by the adventurers as the 
proper person for their chief 
magistrate, before their depar- 
ture from Holland. 

The emigrants arrived in the 
harbour of Cape Cod, Nov. 9th; 
1620. <A political compact, 
which wastheir civil constitution 
for many years, was soon form- 
ed, and, on the eleventh of that 
month, was signed by forty-one 
persons, all the males who were 
of age. Mr. Carver is the first 
signer; and immediately after, 
was unanimously chosen Gov- 
ernor. No other magistrate 
was appointed. In the perils 
and distresses of the succeeding 
winter, all that could be done 
by the benevolent man, by the 
illustrious patriot, by the exem- 
plary Christian, was performed 
by Mr. Carver, to support the 
settlers under their accumula- 
ted sufferings, to preserve them 
from despondency, to provide 
every practical relief; and to 
preserve the colony from ruin. 
He cheerfully submitted to an 
equal share of privation and la- 
bor, afforded every possible as- 
sistance to the sick, counselled 
the dying, and comforted the 
mournful survivers ; his serene 
countenance inspired confidence 
in every beholder, his humble 
submission directed all souls to 
God. During the most of the 
period of the raging sickness, 
in which one half of the whole 
number died, Gov. Carver en- 
joyed good health, and was able 


Cc 

















he 











= 


«Sere. 








Se 
s 
= = 
= 









ee 
a os 2 
eae eT aS adage 
Cle ew 1 ore + 











stabrates = 


al 

































































stent 




















pb on RS 






















































































sear os me - 








210 


to discharge the important du- 
ties devolving upon him. 

The Governor having been 
informed that Massasoit, a pow- 
erful Indian Sachem, not far dis- 
tant from the plantation, was 
amicably disposed towards the 
settlement, sent him a message, 
inviting him to an interview at 
Plymouth. He accordingly 
came with great state, attended 
by a numerous train, and on 
the 22d of March halted at the 
entrance of the town. The Gov- 
ernor, attended by a file of arm- 
ed men, advanced to meet the 
royal savage, and, after much 
ceremony, they proceeded toa 
friendly interview. The Colony, 


very providentially, were provi- | 


ded with an Indian interpreter. 
After partaking of an etertain- 
ment provided for that purpose, 
“ they entered into a perpetual 
league of friendship, commerce 
and mutual defence.” ‘The na- 
tives manifested the highest 
satisfaction at the scene. It 
was an event of uncommon in- 
terest, as the existence of the 
colony depended on the issue. 
This treaty was maintained in- 
violably by Massasoit till his 
death ; and was the foundation 
of that peculiar harmony which 
long subsisted between the 
Plymouth Colony and the na- 
tives. 

The negociation of this im- 
portant treaty was the last pub- 
lic service performed by their 
worthy Governor. On the 
fifth of April 1621, aftera short 
illness, a mysterious providence 
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removed him from the afflicted 
colony, whose cup of sorrows 
now was full, removed him to 
the rest which remaineth for 


|the people of God. Notwith- 


standing the low state of the 
colony, they gave their lamented 
Governor ali the funeral honors 
which were in their power to 
bestow : the men were under 
arms, and fired several volleys 
over his grave. 

Mr. Carver was a man of sin- 
gular piety, of great fortitude 
and public spirit ; grave in his 
manners, yet open, condescen- 
ding, and affectionate. He pos- 
sessed a good estate, the greater 
part of which was spent in the 
service of the colony. As a 
magistrate, he was firm, up- 
right, and watchful ; as a Chris- 
tian, humble and exemplary. By 
his virtues, he was endeared to 
all his acquaintance, but espe- 
cially, to the infant colony of 
which he was a most distin- 
guished ornament and support. 
By the removal of such pillars, 
God taught our venerable fa- 
thers that his own almighty 
arm, and that alone, must “ sus- 
tain the children of his love.” 

Mr. Carver’s wife, who was 
distinguished for her piety, 
overcome with grief, died about 
six weeks after her husband. 
His posterity have been nume- 
rous and respectable in the 
Plymouth colony, and distin- 
guished for health and longevi- 
ty. One of the towns in the 
county of Plymouth now bears 
his name. O. 

[ Zo be continued.) 
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A Missionary Sermon, delivered in the North Presbyterian Meeting 
House, in Hartford, on the evening of May 19, 1812, at the re- 
quest of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut... 
By Diovare Brockway, Pastor of a Church in Ellingion. 


2 CORINTHIANS VIII. 9. 


For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich. 


N the context the apostle labors to engage the Corinthian 
believers in charitable contributions for the relief of the poor 
saints at Jerusalem. All the benevolent affections of his soul were 
enkindled within him, when he thought of the poverty and suffer- 
ings of these afflicted and persecuted people of God; and he 
pleads their cause with a zeal proportioned to their necessitous 
circumstances. He first endeavors to persuade the Corinthians to 
contribute liberally, by the commendable example of the Macedo- 
nian churches, which, though in a state of great afiliction and 
poverty, had abounded in the riches of their liberality, and pro- 
ceeded in the benevolent work of relieving their poor breth- 
ren to the extent of their ability : “ Yea, saith the apostle, 
and beyond their power, they were willing of themselves; 
praying us with much entreaty, that we would receive the gift, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.” 
The next argument which the apostle uses to excite them to 
be liberal in their contributions for the poor, is derived from their 
Christian character and attainments. He commends them for 
their eminent gifts and shining virtues, and entreats them to prove 
the sincerity of their love, by the abundance of their charities : 
“ Therefore as ye abound in every thing, in faith, in utterance, 
and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us; see 
that ye abound in this grace also.” 

The last argument of the apostle to excite thein to the exercise 
of Christian benevolence in alms-giving, is taken from the bounty 
and love of our Lord Jesus Christ, as exhibited in our text : 
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.” 

My discourse will be divided into two parts. 

An explanation of the text will constitute the first. The exhi- 
bition of the obligation on Christians, derived from the example 
of Christ’s benevolence, to convey the gospel to those who de 
not enjoy it, will constitute the second. 


I. The text is to be explained. It contains the following 
propositions. Jesus Christ was rich. He became poor. It was 
for our sakes. 































































































































































































Missionary Sermon. [Juxz, 


First, Jesus Christ was rich. 

The apostle, no doubt, meant to express in these words the 
divinity and Godhead of the blessed Redeemer. “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlas- 
ting life.’ This is uniformly spoken of in the gospel, as the 
greatest expression of love that men or angels ever witnessed, and 
that which chiefly rendered it such, was the glorious character of 
Christ, who “is the propitiation for our sins.” He was the 
Eternal Logos, who was in the beginning with God, and who was 
God. Those who degrade the Saviour to a mere map, to an 
angel, or to what some are pleased to call a superangelical being, 
take away that which, above every thing else, magnifies the 
grace of God in the work of redemption. They cast a veil over 
the glory of the gospel, destroy the mysteries of the cross, and the 
foundation of our hopes. The gift of a Saviour is unspeakably 
heightened by the consideration that the Messiah was a divine 
person ; that he was one with the Father in essence, and equal 
with him in power and glory. “ Great is the mystery of godli- 
ness : God was manifest in the flesh,” in an incarnate state, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, for the redemption of a lost world. Since 
God has given us this unspeakable gift, namely, his dearly be- 
loved Son, who was Immanuel, God with as, there is nothing else 
too great for him to bestow ; and we can easily believe that with 
Christ, he will freely give us all things. 

In the scriptures the Godhead of the Saviour is expressed in 
language which the Holy Ghost teacheth. He ascribes to him 
what cannot, without blasphemy, be ascribed to a created, de- 
pendant, being ; even the incommunicable attributes of Jenovan. 
Eternity, omnipresence, immutability, and omniscience, are ascri- 
bed to him. Possessing these attributes, well might he be styled by 
the prophet, “ The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father ;” and 
well might the apostle, say, “ In him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily.” “ This is the true God and eternal life.” 

The works of Christ exhibit his divinity. “ By him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities 
or powers, all things were created by him and for him.” When 
on earth, he wrought miracles, and invested the apostles with 
power to work them. He forgave the penitent, and is now ex- 
alted at the Father’s right hand, to give repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins. Absolute sovereignty is ascribed to him. 
His empire is as extensive as his works. His dominion is ever- 
lasting, and his kingdom shall not be destroyed. Hence this 
honorable testimony from the Father : “ Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever.” 

Jesus Christ when on earth wes worshipped by men, and is now 
worshipped by the heavenly hosts. It is the will of God, as ex- 
pressed in his word, that all men should honor the Son, even as 
they hover the Father. Dying Stephen commended his spirit to 
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the Redeemer. St. John in a vision heard the ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, that surround the throne 
of God, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, toreceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, and glory, and blessing.” Our Lord Jesus Christ is the sove- 
reign proprietor of all things in heaven and in earth—every beast 
of the forest is his, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. The 
world is his, and the fulness thereof. Behold, then, the riches of 
Christ! They are seen in the glory of his character, and in the 
immensity of his possessions. 


He became poor. This i$ the second proposition to be illus- 
trated. ' 


To the unbelieving Jews the soreeeey, poverty of Christ was 
a stumbling block and rock of offence. They expected that the 

promised Messiah would come in all the splendor of royalty ; and 

because his lowly appearance did not answer the expectation which 

they had formed in the pride of their hearts, they were offended 

athim. Instead of shouting, Hosanna to their king and Saviour, 

they cried out with indignation, “ Crucify him, crucify him.” 

To the veiled eye of unbelief, there appears no form or come- 
liness in the Savieur ; no beauty that he should be desired. It is 
not strange that those who pluck from him the crown of the 
Godhead, should be but little affected with his poverty. When 
we view the divinity and humanity, the riches and poverty of 
Christ, in their mysterious connection, we wonder, admire, and 
rejoice. Ye know, saith the apostle to Christians, the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor. If it had not been for his riches, there 
would have been nothing very wonderful in his poverty. While 
some can see nothing in the Saviour, but a mere creature, suf- 
fering the vengeance of a holy God for the guilty ; others see the 
glory of the Deity, and exclaim with Thomas, “ My Lord, and 
my God !” 

He who had infinite treasures, became poor. Let us for a mo- 
ment, contemplate the poverty of Christ, as exhibited in his 
birth, life and death. Though he was ushered into the world by 
the song of angels, yet he was born in a stable, and laid ina 
manger. His followers were few in number, and they had neither 
honor, wealth, nor power. So far from having any claim to 
worldly distinction and greatness, they were considered as the 
filth and offscouring of all things. ‘Though our divine Lord went 
about doing good, “ preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease among 
the people,” yet he himself was exposed to almost every species of 
want and distress; to hunger, thirst and nakedness. How true 
was his own pathetic declaration, “ The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head.” The sufferings of Christ increased, as the time 
drew nigh when he must be immolated on the altar of divine 
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justice. Go with me, my dear hearers, in imagination, te 
the garden of Gethsemane. Witness the conflict which he 
there endured. In an agony, which caused him to sweat, as it 
were, drops of blood, he said, “ My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death. O my Father! if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me : neventheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” From 
the garden, go to mount Calvary. Behold the Son of God in the 
hands of his executioners! He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter ; and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth. Behold him stripped of his raiment, wear- 
ing a crown of thorns, and suspended on the cross between two 
thieves! Hear the insults and mockery of the soldiers, bowing 
the knee before him, and saying, Hail king of the Jews! This is 
he who was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor ! Who is not 
comforted to hear him say at length, in the extremity of his suf- 
ferings, It is finished! ‘This voluntary poverty and humiliation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ was— 


For our sakes. This is the third proposition. 


Here is expressed the benevolent design of the sufferings and 
death of the Son of God. He became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be rich. That mercy might be extended to sin- 
ners, he left the bosom of his Father, came into the world in the 
form of a servant, endured the contradiction of sinners, and 
became obedient unio the death of the cross. The sacrifice 
which he offered to God for us, was himself. He was delivered 
for our offences, and raised again for our justification. His pov- 
erty laid the foundation for the believer’s riches ; not the riches 
which perish in using, but those which will abide when this world 
and its glory shall have passed away. Christ hath redeemed us, 
saith the apostle, from the curse of the law, by being made a curse 
for us. ‘The prophet Isaiah had this in view when he said of the 
Redeemer, “ He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. 
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and by 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” This is agreeable to the lan- 
guage of the apostle: “ He who knew no sin, was made sin for us, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” Jesus 
Christ drank the bitter cup of God’s wrath, that his people might 
drink the cup of salvation. He wore a crown of thorns that they 
might wear a crown of glory. In consequence of his sufferings, 
and obedience, we, my hearers, have a great high priest, in 
whose name we may come boldly to the throne of God, to obtain 
mercy ; and find grace to help in time of need. Through the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, the redeemed receive not only 
the riches of grace, but the riches of glory. This leads us 
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II. To show the obligation on Christians, derived from the ex- 
ample of Christ’s benevolence to them, to convey the gospel to 
those who do not enjoy it. 

The apostle introduced the passage from which we have been 
discoursing, (as has already been observed,) with the express de- 
sign, to influence the Corinthians to contribute freely of their 
worldly treasure, for the relief and support of the poor saints at 
Jerusalem. And by what more affecting and weighty considera- 
tion, could he urge them to this duty, than that which is con- 
tained in the text ? If they were capable of feeling the force of 
their moral obligation to do good to others, resulting from 
the example of Christ’s bounty and goodness to them; if 
they would be constrained by the love of Christ, to charitable 
deeds, the text furnishes a motive which they could not resist 
nor evade. They were called upen to prove the sincerity of 
their love to Christ, by supplying the wants of his poor, afflic- 
ted members. ‘This duty is pressed upon them by the wonder- 
ful grace and love of the Redeemer, who, though he was 
rich, for their sakes became poor, that they through his pev- 
erty might be rich. Giving alms from right motives, and 
to those who are proper objects of charity, and especially to 
the poor brethren, is considered by Christ as an expression 
of love to himself. “ Inasmuch, saith he, as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it. 
unto me. Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these lit- 
tle ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, vex 
rily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” 

If itis our duty, in imitation of the example of Christ, to re- 
lieve the temporal wants of our fellow men, it is also our duty by 
a like imitation, to do all in our power, to supply their spiritual 
wants. That charity which has in view the salvation of immortal 
souls, is more glorious, and will receive a richer reward, than 
that which regards simply the bodily sufferings, or even the lives 
of men. The former has a greater object in view, inasmuch 
as the soul is of more worth than the body. He who spends his 
life, like the benevolent Howard, in visiting the Lazaretto and 
the prison, to instruct, comfort, and relieve the afflicted and the 
miserable, does well. But he, who, like Paul, devotes himself 
entirely to the spiritual interests of his fellow men, and is willing 
to spend and be spent for their salvation, does better. ‘I'he be- 
nevolence of Paul was greater than that of Howard, and the 
benevolence of Jesus Christ was greater than that of Paul. 

The Jews had very contracted notions of the gospel kingdom; 
they ignorantly imagined that it was to be confined to their na- 
tion. Toconvince them of their mistake, Christ said, “‘ Other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold : them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice: and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd.” He has declared it to be his will, that the gos- 
pel should be preached to every creature ; that the glad tidings 
ef salvation should go into ali the earth, and his words unto the 
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end of the world. His ministers may now address Christians as 
Paul did his Corinthian brethren: “ For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your. sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 
And now, brethren, beloved of the Lord, they may add, in re. 
memberance of the unparalleled love of the dear Redeemer, we 
call upon you to contribute ef your worldly substance in promo- 
ting the interests of his kingdom, in spreading the knowledge of 
his grace, and the savor of his name tothe ends of the earth. 
Can we resist so reasonable a claim upon our charity ? This is a 
demand which Jesus Christ has upon us ; can we be so ungrateful 
as to disregard it ? In what way can we better express our love to 
him, and the souls which he came to redeem, than by promoting 
the spread of the gospel among the poor heathen ? Can you, my 
hearers, think of any object more worthy of your regard? To 
whom can you become greater benefactors than to the heathen ? 
To what use, so benevolent and honorable, can you appropriate 
your treasures, as to their conversion ? In what work can you en- 
gage with a better prospect of success, since God has given to his 
Son, the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the-earth for a possession ? 

Those who enjoy the gospel, and have the means of extend- 
ing the knowledge of it, to those who are sitting in the region 
and shadow of death, are under indispensable obligations, to im- 
prove these means to the best advantage. This is a plain duty, 
and one which may be urged upon Christians, by a consideration, 
of all others the most affecting, even the death of the Saviour. 
Can the believer seriously doubt, whether it is his duty, to give 
alms for the promotion of an object for which the blessed Redeem- 
er agonized and died ? If he wants arguments to convince him 
that this is a duty, or if he wants motives to perform it, the cross 
of Christ furnishes them. Here he may learn what the Son of 
God has done for his salvation, and what he ought to do for the 
salvation of those who know not the worth of the soul, or the price 
of its redemption. The subject of evangelizing the heathen has 
been criminally neglected. While the Christian world has slum- 
bered, millions of precious souls have gone into eternity, ignorant 
of the Saviour, whom to know is eternal life. Christians begin 
to consider that it is important, that the heathen should be taught 
that there is salvation in Jesus Christ. Let them not imagine 
that they may abandon them, after they have breathed out a few 
desires, and made a few efforts for their conversion. This is nota 
work which can be accomplished at once, or by small means ; 
and what are years of labor, and millions of property, when com- 
pared with the magnitude of the object upon which they are ex- 
pended ? What are all the sacrifices which are made to promote 
this benevolent object, compared with those which Jesus Christ 
made for our sakes ? In soliciting alms to be appropriated to the 
spiritual benefit of the heathen, we cannot say, it is enough, un- 
til they have the scriptures in their own language ; until all the 
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temples of idolaters shall be consecrated to the true God, and 
the incense of pure worship ascend to the divine Redeemer from 
every pagan altar. 

What an extensive field, my brethren, do heathen lands open 
for the exercise of Christian benevolence, for the exertion of 
Missionary labors? Millions, and millions of our guilty race, 
are sitting in the solitary darkness of heathenism. The Sun of 
righteousness has never shone upon them. ‘They have never 
heard of Him who was rich, yet for our sakes became poor. 
Ignorant of the atoning sacrifice which was offered to God for 
our sins, they are now presenting beasts and human victims to 
appease the anger of their gods. From the Researches of Doctor 
Buchanan in Asia, we learn to an extent before unknown, the 
enormities of paganism; enormities which surpass description, 
and which cannot be fully known, but by those who have seem 
them. What an affecting account has he given of the obscene 
and idolatrous worship of the countless hosts of pilgrims who re- 
sort to the temple of Juggernaut! At the celebration of the 
“grand Hindoo festival” ‘* indecent emblems” are exhibited ; 
austerities, the most severe, imposed; and various modes of self- 
torture practised, by the ignorant multitude, who think they are 
rendering an acceptable service to their idol. The immolation of 
females, on the funeral pile of their husbands, is a superstitious 
and barbarous practice that prevails extensively in India. So 
frequent is this “ female sacrifice,” that in the short space of six 
months, one hundred and fifteen women were burned alive, with- 
in thirty miles of Calcutta. The Romish Christians, in some parts 
of India, are not at all superior in point of humanity to the 
wretched pagans. We cannotread, without horror, the account 
of the Inquisition at Goa; of its cruel priests; of its savage 
policy ; of its horrid dungeons ; of itsracks, and flames. Mul- 
titudes are here “‘ condemmed by a tribunal of their fellow-sinners, 
their bodies devoted to the flames, and their souls to perdition.” 

In no other way can we so effectually divert the heathen from 
their superstitious and unavailing ceremonies, as by giving them 
the gospel, and teaching them its doctrines and precepts. This 
blessed volume contains for them, as well as for us, glad tidings of 
great joy. It has power to pull down the idols of the heathen, 
and to destroy their strong holds. Let the word of God have free 
course among them, and their idolatrous temples would disappear. 
The disconsolate widow, instead of sacrificing herself on the fu- 
neral pile, would cheerfully acquiesce in the government of God, 
and in the midst of her grief, she would triumphantly sing, “ Our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” Let the light of 
the gospel shine within the walls of the Inquisition, and the keep- 
ers thereof would tremble. The gospel has liberty to proclaim 
tothe captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound. Consider the deplorable situation of the poor heathen, 


who are in a state of spiritual exile, strangers from the covenants 
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of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world. The 
salvation of some of these vut-casts from the knowledge and 
mercy of God, may be accomplished by your charity. Put 
them in possession of the Bible; this will direct them to him 
who appeared on the cross with dyed garments, but is now glori- 
ous in his appare!—Migthy to save. It will point them to the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world. We al- 
ready hear of the triumphs of the cross among them. Oh! Let 
their miscries still excite your compassion. Go forth by your 
messengers before the face of the Lord, to prepare his way among 
the heathen ; and may the word of the Lord have free course 
among them, and be glorified. That this benevolent object may 
be accomplished, we can, without a blush, solicit the charity of 
all who enjoy the gospel; for the accomplishment of this object, 
we are not ashamed to beg. The cause which we advocate, is 
fhe cause of humanily ; it is the cause for which the blessed 
Saviour died. We plead for millions of souls who are perishing 
for lack of vision : let us not plead in vain. If our importunity 
be great, the cause which excites it is also great. How immense 
were the charities of tie first converts to Christianity ! They sold 
their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men as every 
man had uced ! What great sacrifices did they make to extend 
the knowledge of the Redeemer ? How cheerfully did they take 
upon them the spoiling of their goods? How unwearied were they 
in their labors ? How patient in their sufferings ? How importu- 
nate in their prayers ? Noone can doubt, that they possessed the 
spirit of their Master, who became poor for their sakes. But 
how dwelleth the love of God in those who are so engaged to 
heap up treasures to themselves, that they have nothing to bestow 
upon the needy ; who shut up the bowels of their compassion 
against the heathen ! 

Tet us remember that the heathen are not the only people who 
ought to excite our compassion, and to whom we are bound to 
send the gospel. Many of our new settlements cannot enjoy 
Christian ordinances without ouraid. These are not only objects 
of our charity in common with the heathen, but they have pe- 
culiar claims upon our benevolence. Here are our brethren ; 
our kinstnen, according to the flesh. What blessing can we send 
them so valuable as the word and ordinances of God. Much has 
been done by the Missionary Society of this State, to supply the 
spiritual wants of these destitute people. And may the blessing 
of God which has attended their exertions, be their encourage- 
ment to preeced in this work of love. 

Missionary Societies are the “ stewards of our eharity.” And 
they cannot, my brethren, send the gospel to the destitute unless 
the people furnish them with the necessary means. ‘Their ability 
to spread the knowledge of the Saviour, will be in proportion to 
the liberality of our contributions. Let no one say I have, noth- 
ing tobestow ; Tcan spare no portion of my interest to convey 
the words of etarnal life tothe perishing. If what-is expended mn 
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luxury, rioting, and guilty pleasures, were appropriated to mis- 
sionary purposes, what an immense revenue would it provide ? 
In a short time it would be sufficient to furnish every family on 
earth with the holy scriptures, and every language and people un- 
der the whole heavens with gospel Missionaries. The words of 
the celebrated Saurin, when enforcing on his hearers the duty of 
charity, may with propriety be addressed to us: “ Let each there- 
fore tax himself. Let no one continue in arrears. Leta roble 
emulation be seen amongst us.. Let the man in power give a 
part of the salary of his office. Let military men give a part of 
their pay. Let the merchant give a part of the profits of his 
trade. Let the mechanic give a part of the labor of his hands, 
Let the minister consecrate a part of what his ministry produces. 
Let the young man give a part of his pleasures. Let the lady 
bestow a part of her ornaments. Let the dissipated give that box 
of ointment, which was intended for profane uses.” Such a be- 
nevolent plan carried into execution, would enable these who are 
intrusted with our charities, to extend the knowledge of our Re- 
deemer to the ends of the earth. 

In this age of the world we cannot want for encouragement, to 
engage with undivided affection and zeal in the benevolent work 
of spreading the gospel. The year of recompenses for the con- 
troversy of Zion draweth nigh. Christians of every name and 
nation are rallying round the standard of the cross, they are com- 
ing to the help of the Lord against the mighty. He who is won- 
derful in counsel, and excellent in working, is shaking the heav- 
ens, and the earth, .and the se2, and the dry land, that the desire 
of all nations may come. Peace will soon be extended to Jeru- 
salem like a rivér, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
stream. The righteousness of Zion shall go forth as brightness, 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. The seed of 
the faithful shai be known among the Gentiles, and their off- 
spring among every people. As the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring 
forth ; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring forth before all nations. While we view in prospect the 
millennial reign of Christ on earth : let Christians remember that 
they may be the honored instruments of introducing it. Every 
Bible and every Missionary sent tothe heathen, are preparing 
the way for his second coming ; for the reign of peace and right- 
eousness. If the ministry of John, Christ’s precursor, was hon- 
orable, so also is the ministry of those Missionaries who go to 

prepare the way of the Lord among the heathen. They shall be 
had in everlasting remembrance, and in the day when God shall 
make up his jewels, they will have the reward bestowed upon 
Martyrs and Apostles. Let us with gratitude acknowledge the 
goodness of God in raising up Missionaries among us, whose 
hearts burn with zeal for the salvation of the heathen ; who are 
willing to forsake houses, and brethren and sisters, and father and 
mother, to preach the gospel to those who know not the only 


























































































































































































































220 Missionary Sermon (Junz, 






true God and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. How is the min- 
istry of such persons “ applauded by the holy angels ; and how far 
does it transcend the work of a warrior or statesman, in charity, 
utility, and lasting fame!” The dear youths, who lately sailed from 
our shores as Missionaries, have gone to carry light and gladness 
jnto dark and solitary places, and to erect the standard of the 
cross in the enemics’ land, even where Satan’s seat is. May the 
angel of the Lord who appeared to Moses in the burning bush, go 
before them, and keep them in all their way ; may he give them 
power to iread on serpents and scorpions ; may they find favor 
in the sight of the heathen, and be enabled by the grace of God 
to finish theiy course with joy, and the ministry which they have 
received of the Lord Jesus. Do the parenis of these youths who 
have voluntarily exiled themselves from their country and friends 
need consolation ? If out of love to Christ they have sacrificed 
in his service their son, their beloved Isaac, we say to them 
as the angel said to Abraham, “ Now I know that thou fearest 
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from 
me.” 

In these times of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy, when 
we hear of wars and rumors of wars, and earthquakes, in diverse 
places ; when we see upon, the earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them 
for fear, let us be assured from these signs, that the redemption of 
the church draweth nigh. ‘The sword of the Lord, which has 
been long drunk with blood, will be sheathed. The destroying 
angel who has gone forth among the nations, is followed by anoth- 
er angel, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people. The great Head of the church is raising up Mission- 
aries for the heathen, and inspiring them with a spirit suited to 
their work. And as the silver and the gold are his, we believe 
he will dispose those who have freely received, freely to give. 
The most affectionate and commanding motive which can be set 
before a Christian audience, to influeuce them to engage heartily 
in the benevolent work of sending the gospel to the destitute, is 
that derived from the example of Christ’s bounty and goodness to 
them. That I may leave this motive impressed upon the minds 
of my hearers, I conclude with the words of our text ; “ For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his pov- 
erty might be rich.” 

saints AMEN. 
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of the Directing Commit- 
tee of the Connecticut Bible 
Society : exhibited to the Socie- 
ty at their meeting, May 14, 
1812. 


TO THE 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Directin fe Comision, | in com- 
pliance with the constitution of 
the Society, and to acquaint the 
friends of this institution with the 
state of its concerns, respectful- 
ly submit the following report. 


N the management of the 
Society’s concerns, your 
Committee have endeavoured to 
regulate the extent of their 
charity by the means which 
they possess, The funds of 
the Society have been conside- 
rably augmented and the hearts 
of many more have rejoiced in 
the gift of bibles, in this year, 
than in either of the two pre- 
ceding years of our organiza- 
tion as a Society. The Society 
will unite with us in devoutly 
acknowledging the hand of 
God in opening the hearts of 
men to bestow of their abun- 
dance. We would also return 
our thanks to the agents who 
have cheerfully and zealously 
fulfilled their appointment in 
solicting the charity of Chris- 
tians to supply the destitute 
with bibles. Returns have been 
made by most of the agents 
and numbers of them have ex- 
ceeded our expectations. With 
these agents it is proposed to 
continue our correspondence.— 
Such information as they may 
require will be furnished them 
from time to time. Their re- 
mittances are to be made in the 
months of October and April 
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annually. And the vacancies 
occasioned by resignation or 
death are to be supplied by oth- 
ers in their stead. 

To accommodate those mem- 
bers of the Society, living re- 
mote from Hartford, who are 
desirous to receive the two 
bibles to which they are enti- 
ued, and be themselves donors 
in their distribution, and for the 
accommodation of applicants in 
behalf of the poor, three agents 
have been appointed, viz. Jutius 
Deminc, Esq. at Litchfield, 
Goy Ricuarps, Esq. at New- 
London, and Mr. CuHartes 
SHERMAN at. New-Haven.— 
These agents have been fur- 
nished with one hundred bibles 
each to supply applicants, and 
they are to be furnished with 
more as they may be needed. 

In the distribution of bibles, 
your Committee have consider- 
ed the supply of the destitute 
in Connecticut a primary ob- 
ject, and the enlargement of 
the sphere of your charity out 
of the State to every practical 
extent, a secondary considera- 
tion which is to be effected ac- 
cording to the ability of the 
Society. They have therefore 
endeavoured to call up the at- 
tention of the friends of the 
Reedeemer, to those objects 
of charity who are around us 
and perishing through want of 
the bread of life. Of these we 
have not ceased to make men- 
tion. All our agents and cor- 
respondents are solicited to 
search out those who are ob- 
jects of your charity. In this 


way much has been done to- 
wards supplying the poor in 
the midst of us; but more, in- 
comparably more, remains to 








be done. 


We repeat a commu- 
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nication already often made, 
and which there is too much 
reason to fear has not been suf- 
ficiently noticed, that although 
there is perhaps not a spot on 
earth of equal population with 
this State better supplied with 
the Holy Scriptures, yet many 
are destitute of this blessed 
volume ; probably more are 
without the scriptures through 
poverty, than could at present 
be conveniently supplied, with 
our funds. ‘fo those who have 
not actually investigated this 
subject, this may look like 
a@ conjecture, and may seem 
very improbable. Such has 
been the opinion of many, 
who have corrected their mis- 
takes by faithful investigation. 
It might be observed in reply to 
such suggestions, that in every 
community there are poor peo- 
ple who are unable to procure 
the scriptures. And though 
we have laws which are sup- 
posed to direct that bibles be 
provided for the poor, there 
are many among us who are 
destitute. To present this in 
a light in which many have 
seen it in practice and have ac- 
knowledged their error, from 
several communications on this 
subject your Committee have 
room for only two, which they 
would here introduce. 

A gentleman, who undertook 
the distribution of bibles in 
that part of the State where he 
resides, writes on the subject 
as follows: ‘ The bibles en- 


trusted to my care have been ; 


distributed according to my best 
judgment to promote the in- 
terest of religion, and to ac- 
complish the benevolent design 
of the Bible Society. They 
have been received with great 
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apparent thankfulness and often 


with tears of joy.” After the 
statement of a few interesting 
particulars, in which the man- 
ner of reception of the bibles 
was truly affecting and the con- 
sequences yery beneficial, he 
adds, “* I have thanks for the 
Bible Society from widows and 
orphans, from bond and free. 
While I perform this duty, I 
return also my. own, that the 
delightful task was mine to dis- 
tribute your charity.” 

“ Just as the bibles were all 
distributed, applications became 
numerous and I found the bi- 
ble was much wanted by many. 
Some had a testament, some a 
fragment of a bible. Some un- 
fortunate females of the lowest 
class came to beg for a bible, 
Indeed, sir, until I began to 
make particular enquiries, I had 
no idea that so many were des- 
titute.” 

“ August 27. Since the 
above was written, I have had 
applications for three or four 
more bibles. Poor, fatherless, 
destitute, but serious young wo- 
men come and beg fora bible. 
It is notsed about the country 
that I have bibles to give to the 
poor. What shall Ido? My 
heart bleeds for them. I can- 
not bear the thought that so 
many who appear to love the 
scriptures should be destitute of 
them. Do send me some more 
bibles speedily. I believe that'a 
hundred are really wanted in 
this long neglected region. 
However, send me what num- 
ber you please. I will endeav- 


our faithfully to promote the ob- 
ject of the Society in their dis- 
tribution.” 

In a town inhabited by a peo- 
ple as uniformly and strictly 
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walking inthe good old paths 
as perhaps any in Connecticut, 
an aged father in the ministry 
influenced by the common im- 
pression, that all in Connecti- 
cut have bibles, neglected to at- 
tend to the subject. At length 
he resolved to make enquiry, 
and unexpectedly found some 
who needed this charity. He 
continued to search out the nee- 
dy in his own parish, and in the 
borders of a neighbouring va- 
cant society, and found twenty- 
one who were destitute of bi- 
bles. His statement of partic- 
ulars was truly affecting. One 
hada fragment of the scrip- 
tures which was scarcely legi- 
ble ; another’ had desired the 
possession of such a treasure, 
but it was beyond expectation ; 
a third he heard had on the 
Lord’s day borrowed a bible of 
a neighbour for a little while, 
&c. &c. In his letter this ven- 
erable gentleman observes, that 
according to the best of his 
judgment he had distributed bi- 
bles to the needy, that they were 
thankful, and in some instances 
much affected, to think that 
such a way was opened for 
them to read in their own hou- 
ses the wonderful works of the 
Lord. “ More,” says he, 
“ would be circulated, but my 
time for serving God in this 
way is over.” We feel distres- 
sed for the poor who lose such 
a friend. We trust and pray 
that he who hath the hearts of 
all men in his hands, will not 
leave them in that region nor 
any where without a friend who 
will furnish them with bibles. 
In every place, where inves- 
tigation has been made, the 


number of objects, who suffer 
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has exceeded all conjecture. 
From the returns which have 
been made from many places, 
compared with others, there is 
reason to believe that in many 
societies and in the neighbour- 
hoods of pious men, many suf- 
ferers lie forgotten in spiritual 
things as it respects the posses- 
sion of a bible. It is earnestly 
recommended to the pious to 
search out those who are desti- 
tute of the Holy Scriptures. Let 
it be understood through the 
country that there are bibles for 
the poor. Those who are in 
the habit of visiting the needy 
and of furnishing them with 
temporal comforts, of whom 
we bless God, there are num- 
bers in our land, let them 
enquire whether they have a 
bible. Let those who love the 
truth and who desire that its 
blessings may be extended en- 
quire who is destitute of this 
precious treasure. Let Chris 
tians be engaged that the poor 
may have the gospel. If we 
are thus faithful, many now un- 
known will be found destitute, 
and will be enriched with the 
word of life. 

While your Committee are 
thus solicitous for the poor at 
home, they are not neglectful of 
those who are abroad. Their 
wants have been considered, and 
to them also has the charity of 
the Society been extended. 
Faithful and judicious men have 
been selected in those places 
where it was found that the Ho- 
ly Sciptures were needed, and 
according tothe ability of our 
funds, they have been furnished 
with bibles for the poor. 

To the Oneida Bible Society 
three hundred bibles have been 





through want of this charity, 





sent in the year past for distri- 
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bution in the western part of 
the State of New-York. 

One hundred have been di- 
rected for the state of Vermont, 
to be distributed by such hands 
as our agent at Hartford should 
judge proper to entrust with 
this charity. 

Fifty have been sent into 
Wayne County. in Pennsylva- 
Nia, in answer to an application 
from that quarter. 

From the State of Ohio your 
Committee have received infor- 
mation through communica- 
tions made to the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut. That 
country is represented to be de- 
plorably destitute of bibles, and 
urgent requests are made for 
their supply. The Holy Scrip- 
tures are said to be so scarce in 
that part of our country that 
many who are able to purchase 
them are destitute because 
there are none tobe had. To 
the care of the Rev. Mr. Bad- 
ger three hundred have been 
transmitted for distribution in 
that region. 

Application has been made by 
the Rhode Island Missionary 
Society, in behalf of the needy 
in different parts of that State. 
Your Committee have sent them 
for that purpose one hundred 
bibles. 

In Canada the charity of Bi- 
ble Societies is much needed. 
Our Secretary has corresponded 
with the British and Foreign 
Bible Society on the subject, and 
is seeking information from cor- 
respondents in Canada with re- 
gard to suitable persons who 
may be appointed agents for 
the distribution of your charity. 
Whenever satisfactory informa- 
tion shall have been received 
on this subject, measures will 
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be taken to furnish them with 
bibles as far as we have ability 
to do it. 

In the course of the year past 
3250 bibles have been circulated 
by the charity of this institution, 
since the report was published 
in June last.—And in all since 
the organization of the Society, 
5,303 bibles have been distribu. 
ted. How many of Christ’s 
poor have by these gifts been 
made to rejoice? How many 

tess God for the establishment 
of Bible Societies to give the 
gospel to the poor? Who can 
withhold his hand from this la- 
bor of love ? 

Your committee rejoice with 
the members of this Society 
and with the true friends of 
Zion every where, to see the 
growing importance of Bible 
Societies in the eyes of the 
Christian world. The wisdom 
of God has established the im- 
portance of a standing revelation 
for the conviction and confima- 
tion of men in the truth, by 
furnishing the world with such 
a revelation in a style suited to 
every cepacity, and by prophet- 
ic intimation that the kingdom 
of the Redeemer shall be en- 
larged by the going forth of the 
law out of Zion and of the 
word of the Lord from Jerusa- 
Iem. Experience also has taught 
us that nothing has effected 
more for the permanent success 
of the gospel than the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures.— 
Nothing is fermanently done 
among the heathen by the most 
faithful labors of missionaries, 
unless the scriptures can. be 
put into their hands. And in 
Christian lands which have long 
enjoyed the ordinances of the 
gospel, unless the Holy Scrip- 
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tures. are generally owned and 
read by the people, the life of 
godliness decays until nothing 
but the form without the spirit 
is left. Jehovah is pleased thus 
to magnify his word above all 
his name. Christians of this 
age have followed these indi- 
cations of God in the establish- 
ment of Bible Societies, to fur- 
pish all men with the scriptures 
which are able to make us wise 
unto salvation ; and their suc- 
cess hitherto has been such as 
to yield the greatest encourage- 
ment. How many in the midst 
of us who were destitute and 
regardless of the word of life 
are now supplied with it and 
rejoice in its light ? What mul- 
titudes of the heathen in various 
languages now read the word 
in their own tongue through 
the charity of these institutions, 
and the attention which they 
have excited to the circulation 
of the scriptures? 

The efforts which were made 
by the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, immediately after 
its first institution have contin- 
ued, and have been extended. 
The Society is more engaged, 
its views enlarge and its zeal 
increases, in consequence of 
the encouragement and success 
which have attended this chari- 
ty. Notwithstanding the suffer- 
ings and burdens which are 
brought upon them by war 
and an obstructed commerce, 
vast sums are annually expend- 
ed for the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures. “In the short 
compass of six years, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society has 
issued from its depository in 
London more than 325,000 
copies of the scriptures, inde- 
pendently of those which have 
Von. V. No. 6, 
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been printed under its auspices 
without the limits of the King- 
dom.” The translation of the 
bible into every tongue in Eu- 
rope and Asia, and the posses- 
sion of it by every individual 
is their benevolent object. Nor 
is it likely that such zeal will 
be limited by the boundaries of 
the old continent. It has al- 
ready been extended beyond it, 
and we trust that He who has 
excited attention to this pre- 
eminent charity, and has crown- 
ed its exercise with so great 
success, will not suffer it to 
subside, nor cease to smile upon 
its efforts, until the sound of 
the gospel shall have gone forth 
through all the earth and its 
light shall shine to the end 
of the world. The attention to 
this subject which our brethren 
across the Atlantic have excited 
in the United States is unabated. 
Bible Societies are continually 
forming not only in populous 
cities but in smaller places with 
aview to operations the most 
effectual. 

The surprising efforts which 
in various ways are made in this 
day for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, must ex- 
cite the gratitude of every pious 
heart. Surely the glory of the 
latter day advanceth nigh ; it is 
dawning upon the world. The 
knowledge of Jenovaunis spread- 
ing over the earth, and soon 
shall cover it as the waters 
cover the sea. May his name 
be known upon earth, his saving 
health among all nations. 


By order of the Directing 
Committee, 


ANDREW YATES, Clerk. 
Ee 
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Officers....List of Members for Life. 
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At the Annual Meeting of the Counecticut Bible Society on the 
14th May last, the folloning persons were chosen to the offices 


set to thetr names, viz :— 


His Honour JOHN COTTON SMITH, President. 


Gen. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON, of N. London, 


Rev. SAMUEL NOTPT, of 


Rev. AZEL BACKUS, D. D. of Bethlem, 
Rev. SAMUEL MERWIN, of New-Haven, 


Franklin, 


Mr. HENRY HUDSON, of Hartford, Secretary. 
Mr. JOSEPH ROGERS, of Hartford, Treasurer. 


Hon. CHAUNCEY GOODRICH, of Hartford, > 
SAMUEL PITKIN, Esa. of East-Hartford, 
Rev. AMOS BASSETT, of Hebron, 

Hon. THEODORE DWIGHT, of Hartford, 
Rev. HENRY A. ROWLAND, of Windsor, 
Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, of Wethersfield, 
Rev. ANDREW YATES, of East-Hartford, 
ICHABOD L. SKINNER, Ese. of Hartford, 
Rev. SAMUEL GOODRICH, of Berlin, 


- Ae 


ng Committee. 





Directi 
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List of Members for Life. 


His Honour John Cotton Smith, 
Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, 
Ezekiel Williams, Esq. 
Mrs. Ruth Patten, 

Miss Hannah Hooker, 
Daniel Wadsworth, Esq. 
John Williams, Esq. 
Thomas S. Williams, Esq, 
Deacon Thomas ‘Tileston, 
Isaac Bliss, 

Daniel Buck, 

Russel Bunce, 

Barzillai Hudson, 

Henry Hudson, 

George Goodwin, 

Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. 
Edward Watkinson, 
Joseph Rogers, 

Rev. George Colton, 

Mrs. Martha Colton, 

Mrs. Dinah Huntington, 
Mrs. Abigal Caswell, 

Miss Lucretia Woodbridge, 
Miss Jerusha Allen, 

Miss Elizabeth Seward, 
James R. Woodbridge, 
Rev. Azel Backus, 

IIon. John Davenport, 
Joseph Battell, Esq. 


Trustees Hale Donation, 
William Leffingwell, Esq. 
Nehemiah Hubbard, Esq. 
Thomas Hubbard, 
Joseph Kingsbury, 
John R. Watkinson, 
Young Ladies Cent Society, 
Hartford, 
Ladies Cent Society, Fairfield,: 
John Hall, 
Rev. Dan Huntington, 
Henry Perkins, Esq. 
Deacon Timothy Stillman, 
Samuel Newton, 
Aaron Bradley, 
Appleton Robbins, 
D.acon Elijah Mills, 
Mrs. Eunice Trumbull, 
Nathaniel S. Parmle, 
‘Charles Sherman, 
Thaddeus Sherman, 
Mrs. Abigail Ellsworth, 
Rev. Andrew Yates. 
Since May 9, 1812.—.viz. 
Mr. Elisha Hart, 
Elder Roswell Burrows, 
Male and Female Cent Society; 





North Guilford, 
James Frisbie. 
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(CIRCULAR. ) , 


7 PRESIDENT, 
RIGHT HON. LORD TEIGNMOUTH. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS, 


The Most Rev. the ARCHBISHOP of CASHEL, 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of DURHAM, | 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of SALISBURY, 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of ST. DAVID’s, 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of BRISTOL, 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of NORWICH, 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of CLOYNE, 
Right Rev. LORD BISHOP of CLOGHER, 
The Very Rev. the DEAN of WESTMINSTER, 
Right Hon. the EARL of ROMNEY, 

Right Hon. Admiral LORD BARHAM, 

Right Hon. LORD HEADLEY, 

Bight Hon. Admiral LORD GAMBIER, 

Right Hon. Sir EVAN NEPEAN, Bart. M. P. 
Right Hon. NICHOLAS VANSITTART, M. P. 
Sir THOMAS BERNARD, Bart. 

Sir WILLIAM PEPPERELL, Bart. 
CHARLES GRANT, Esq. M. P. 

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, Esq. M, P. 
THOMAS BABINGTON, Esq. M. P. 


TREASURER, 
HENRY THORNTON, ESQ. M. P. 


COMMITTEE, 
Thomas Allan, Esq. : Zachary Macaulay, Esq. 
‘Thomas Bainbridge, Esq. ; Alexander Maitland, Esq. 
Mathias Bilger, Esq. : Ambrose Martin, Esq. 
Wilson Birkbeck, Esq. _: Samuel Mills, Esq. 
William Blair, Esq. : Thomas Pellatt, Esq. 
Joseph Bunnell, Esq. : Richard Phillips, Esq. 
William Burls, Esq. : John Poynder, Esq. 
Joseph Butterworth, Esq. : James Pritt, Esq. 
David Cook, Esq. : Joseph Reyner, Esq. 
Christopher Edelman, Esq. : Josiah Roberts, Esq. 
Charles Elliott, Esq. : Granville Sharp, “sq. 
Thomas Furley Forrester, Esq, : John Siffken, Esq. 
Michael Gibbs, Esq. : Joseph Smith, Esq. 
Launcelot Haslope, Esq. : Richard Stainforth, Esq. 
Lhomas Hayter, Esq. : Robert Steven, Esq. 
William Henry Hoare, Esq. : Christopher Sundius, Esq. 
Thomas Hodson, Esq. : Edward N. Thornton, Esq. 
John Daniel Hose, Esq. : George Wolff, Esy. 
























































































































































































































































Se eee ee 


228 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 





[ Jung, 


SECRETARIES, (gralis,) 


Rev. JOHN OWEN, M. A. Rector of Paglesham, Essex, and 
Curate and Lecturer of Fulham. 


Rev. JOSEPH HUGHES, M. A. Battersea. 


Rev. CHAS. FR. STEINKOPFF, M. A. Minister of the Ger. 
man Lutheran Church, Savoy, London. 


Mr. JOSEPH TARN, Assistant Secretary and Accountant, 
Spa Fields, London. 


Mr. ANTHONY WAGNER, Collector, 3, Grosvenor-row, 


N this age of improvement 

(for such, amidst all its er- 
rors and distractions, it may 
justly be called) no circum- 
stances claim more strongly the 
notice and approbation of every 
friend to Christianity, than the 
increased attention manifested 
to the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the facilities 
created for the accomplishment 
of this object. Our forefathers 
have long been honored with 
the gratitude they deserved, for 
having, at the period of the 
Reformation, laid open those 
heavenly treasures to the eyes 
of the vulgar, and subsequent- 
ly provided for their coming 
more immediately and general- 
ly into the hands of the people. 
Societies were formed, schools 
were founded, and other regu- 
lations adopted, for promoting 
this desirable work. Little, 
however, comparatively, was 
done towards generalizing the 
knowledge of the Bible, till 
within the last fifty years; 
when an increased attention to 
education brought the minds of 
the common people more ex- 
tensively into cultivation, and 
multiplied the readers of the 
Scriptures toa degree beyond 
all former example. To this, 
and other causes of similar op- 
“ation, may be ascribed the 
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superior estimation into which 
the Scriptures have risen of late 
years, and the strong disposi- 
tion which has been manifested 
to promote their diffusion and 
reception among all orders of 
society. At length, an expe- 
dient was devised, of equal sim- 
plicity, liberality, and wisdom, 
for accomplishing this purpose, 
on a scale which promises even- 
tually to comprehend, not mere- 
ly the inhabitants of the British 
empire, nor the population of 
Christendom, but the whole 
family of man. This expe- 
dient was to separate the sacred 
text, upon which all Christians 
are agreed, and to which they 
appeal as their common stan- 
dard, from every human inter- 
pretation, criticism, and com- 
ment ; and to present it in this 
simple state, as an object of unl- 
versal circulation, by Christians 
of every name and description. 
The proposition was acceded 
to, and practically adopted, by 
a respectable body, made up of 
members from various com- 
munions of professing Chris- 
tians ; andit was ushered into 
public notice, and recommen- 
ded to public patronage and sup- 
port, in the year 1804, under 
the designation of “ Tm Brit- 
ISH AND ForeiGn Bieter Se- 
CIETY.” 
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As this was the first religious 
Institution of any magnitude 
and promise, which ‘opened its 
arms for the reception of mem- 
bers, without any other test 
than that with which all Chris- 
tians could conscientiously com- 
ply, it was naturally regarded 
with considerable interest. ' To 
some indeed it appeared so doubt- 
ful an experiment, that they 
could not be prevailed upon to 
join immediately in giving ii the 
trial ; while others, and those 
not a few, of almost every 
name and persuasion, saw in it 
the germ of Christian concord 
and social happiness ; and ral- 
lied round it, as the standard of 
“ piety and peace and pure re- 
ligion.” 

Lord Teignmouth, a noble- 
man, who, in addition to the rep- 
utation he had acquired as Gov- 
ernor-General of Bengal, was 
distinguished by talents, virtues, 
and manners, which made him 
equally an object of public con- 
sideration and private regard, 
accepted the appointment of 
President ; as did the highly re- 
spected Bishops of London, 
Durham, Salisbury, and St. 
David’s, together with certain 
lay-lords and gentlemen of the 
highest character, that of Vice- 
Presidents, of this new and ex- 
traordinary Association. Thus 
constituted and patronized, from 
the popularity of its plan and 
the exertions of its conductors, 
it obtained a rapid establish- 
ment in the world ; and may 
be considered as already posses- 
sing a larger and more efficient 
operation than was ever acquir- 
ed by any Institution for chari- 
table purposes to be met with 
in the records of mankind. 
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fore the public, Wares and 
Scor.Lanp distinguished them- 
selves by individual, congre- 
gational, and associated contri- 
butions to its funds ; and rival- 
led each other and their fellow- 
christians in ENGLAND, by the 
promptitude and liberality of 
their support. IreLanp did 
not remain uninterested in this 
strife of love; but manifested 
as strong a disposition as its lo- 
cal impediments would allow, 
to aid in promoting so glorious 
awork. The continent of Ev- 
ROPE felt the impulse which 
London had excited ; and evin- 
ced the effects of it, in local as- 
sociations for prosecuting the 
same common purpose, under § 
the auspices and by the aid of 
the Parent Institution. Asra 
displayed a similar spirit, and 
Calcutta (where certain individ- 
uals from the Baptist Society 
had made a most auspicious be- 
ginning in the work of transla- 
tions) became the seat af a Cor- 
responding Committee; pro- 
fessing, in the name, and chief- 
ly by the funds of the Society 
in London, to aid and encour- 
age translations of the Scrip- 
tures into all the vernacular 
dialects of the East. This in- 
itiatory measure has led tothe 
establishment of “ the Catcut- 
ra Auxiliary Bible Society.” 
AMERICA caught the same _ ho- 
ly ardor ; and a similar union 
of Christians, upon kindred 
principles, and with the same 
object in view, was speedily 
witnessed in various great 
towns, throughout the United 
States, which compose that vast 
and improving Empire. Sev- 
eral of these Associations have 
been assisted by voluntary Do- 


Upon its first appearance be-; nations fromthe British and Fo- 
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reign Bible Society. Thus the 
flame which was kindled in 
London has been propagated 
nerally over more than three- 
ourths of the world; and is on 
its way for a still more exten- 
sive and particular diffusion. 

So vast is the confederacy 
which this Society combines, and 
so Momentous areitsconsequen- 
ces likely to prove, that neither 
the Philosopher nor the Politi- 
cian, any more than the Chris- 
tian or the Philanthropist, can 
be justified in neglecting to in- 
vestigate its character, and to 
consider its probable influence 
on the condition of human socie- 
ty. And what phenomenon can 
be more calculated to excite as- 
tonishment, or to repay the la- 
bor of investigation, than that 
which is presented to the mind 
of the inquirer in his prodigious, 
complicated, and efficient ma- 
chine ?—a machine which, com- 
posed of various yet well adjus- 
ted parts, and covering a field 
of immense extent, is produ- 
cing an indefinite diffusion of 
that heavenly knowledge, which 
is alone adapted to make men 
wise, and good, and happy ! 

In order to form a just con- 
ception of this important Insti- 
tution, and to prognosticate its 
effects on the civilized world, it 
will be necessary to view it a 
little more nearly, and to enter 
more particularly into the de- 
tails of its present vast and in- 
creasing magnitude. 

The seat and centre of this 
Institution is in Lonpon, the 
metropolis of the British em- 
pire, and in the foremost rank 
among the cities of the world. 
Its larger component parts are 
to be traced in Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, or other aggregate associa- 
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tions, formed under its encour- 
agement, and contributory to its 
object and operation, in several 
of the most considerable, and 
in some of the minor towns, 
throughout the United King- 
dom; and in conspicuous and 
convenient stations, throughout 
the other portions of the world 
already enumerated. Its Aux- 
iliaries within the Uwnitep 
KixGpom comprehend some of 
the most important and com- 
manding positions. They appear 
under the designation of the 
Birmingham, Reading, Notting- 
ham, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Leeds, Manchester, Devon and 
Exeter, Cornwall, Leicester, 
Kendal, Sheffield, Hull, Bristol, 
Swansea, Neath, Liverpool, 
Sunderland, Derby, Uxbridge, 
Uttoxeter, Rotherham, Baccup, 
Knutsford, Bury, Warrington, 
Colchester, Sussex, Norfolk 
and Norwich, Plymouth-Dock, 
Weymouth, Weycombe, Hud- 
dersfield, Bedford and Bedford- 
shire, Colchester and Essex, 
Suffolk, Cambridge, Hitchin and 
Baldock, Greenock, Edinburgh, 
Scottish, East Lothian, West 
Lothian, Montrose, Brechin, 
Dumfries-shire, Aberdeen-shire, 
Hibernian, Cork, Dungannon, 
Armagh, Belfast, Limerick, 
Londonderry, New Ross, &c. 
Bible Societies, or Committees. 
On the continent of Evrorg, 
it has three Auxiliaries of great 
activity, and operating under the 
most respectable patronage, In 
Stockholm, Berlin, and Basle. 
These stations, from their lo- 
cal position, and the conven- 
iencies, both literary and me- 
chanical, with which they 
abound, are peculiarly favora- 
ble to the object of supplying 
the inhabitants of that contt- 





1812.) 


nent with the Scriptures in their 
several languages. In Asta it 
possesses a powerful Auxiliary, 
not only in its Corresponding 
Committee, but also in the 
CatcutTta Society : an Institu- 
tion consisting of individuals of 
different Christian denomina- 
tions ; eminent alike for piety, 
learning, and station ; and hon- 
ored with the countenance and 
support of the government in 
that place. Through these As- 
sociations, and the instruments 
employed under their direction 
and encouragement, the Socie- 
ty at home may expect to fur- 
nish the native Christians in 
India (amounting to nearly a 
MILLION,) With bibles; to pro- 
duce correct versions of the 
scriptures in the various lan- 
guages of the Fast ; and to 
open channels for their circula- 
tion among millions of people, 
who might otherwise have re- 
mained utter strangers to the 
words of eternal life. In Amer- 
rca the Society is assisted in 
the prosecution of its object by 
the Bible Societies of Philadel- 
phia, New-York, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New-Jersey, 
South Carolina, Maine, Savan- 
nah, &c. all produced by its ex- 
ample, aided by its funds, and 
acting in avowed communica- 
tion and harmony with it. In 
addition to these regular and or- 
ganized bodies, the Society has 
correspondents of various de- 
scriptions, both among the cler- 
gy and the laity, in different 
parts of the world, actively en- 
gaged in promoting its designs, 
by dispersing, at its expense, 
the sacred oracles of divine 
truth “to men of every nation 
under heaven.” 

Nor are the extension of this 
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Society, and its localization in 
so many regions more astonish- 
ing, than the effects which it 
has been enabled already to 
produce. The machine has 
been worked with such a degree 
of rapidity, and Providence has 
so abundantly favored its mo- 
tions, that the Reports of its 
facts, as annually detailed, may 
justly be classed with the most 
extraordinary records of exer- 
tion and success. In the short 
compass of six years,* it has is- 
sued from its depository in 
London, more than 325,000 co- 
pies of the Scriptures, inde- 


pendently of those which have 


been printed under its auspices, 
without the limits of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom. In EnGtianp it 
has printed the Scriptures, at 
its own expense, in the English, 
Welsh, Gaelic, French, Span- 
ish, Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, 
Danish, Mohawk, Esquimaux, 
Modern Greek, Manks and na- 
tive Irish languages. In Ev- 
ROPE it has largely aided the 
printing of themin the German, 
Bohemian, Polish, Icelandic, 
Swedish, Turkish, Laponese, 
Lithuanian, French, Roman- 
ese, Italian, Kalmuc, Estho- 
nian, and Livonian languages. 
In Asta it has promoted, by lib- 
eral and repeated contributions, 
the translation and publication 
of them in Hindostanee, Ben- 
galee, Persian, Arabic, Mah- 
ratta, Malayalim, Sanscrit, Chi- 
nese, Telinga, Tamul, Malay, 
Orissa, Seek, Burman, Carnat- 
ica, and several other dialects. 
The result of these operations 
has been, that many countries, 


* The Society was not prepared 
with bibles and testaments for cir- 
culation till more than a year after 
its institutien, 
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remotely distant from each oth- 
er, and from the parent source 
of supply, have already been 
furnished with copies of the 
scriptures in their respective 
languages; and means have 
been created for insuring, under 
the auspices of divine provi- 
dence, a diffusion of the same 
blessing among those nations 
on which the sun of revelation 
has never yet risen. 

Nor hasthissplendid display of 
British munificence been with- 
out its merited tribute of admi- 
ration and gratitude. Appeal- 
ing as it does to the best feel- 
ings of the heart, it has drawn 
them forth on innumerable oc- 
casions in the most animated 
effusions which language could 
convey. The impressions made 
by this catholic Institution on 
the objects of its kindness both 
at homeand abroad, have man- 
ifested themselves in addresses, 
replete with expressions of the 
most genuine pathos. It ap- 
pears impossible for persons 
not enslaved by prejudice, or 
destitute of Christian sensibili- 
ty, to read, without emotion, 
the foreign communications 
which enrich the Society’s An- 
nual Reports. A higher grati- 
fication can scarcely be imagin- 
ed, than that of which the 
Members of this Institution so 
largely partake. To receive ac- 
knowledgments for the best jof 
all gifts, from persons of every 
language and communion, on 
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continents and islands, whether 
kindred or aliens, bond or free, 
friends or enemies; and those 
acknowledgments expressed in 
the language of their hearts, 
and written in their tears—is a 
felicity which it was reserved 
for Christians of the nineteenth 
century to reap, through the 
medium of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

After presenting this sketch of 
an Institution which reflects so 
much honor on the age and coun- 
try which gave it birth, a formal 
appeal, on its behalf, to the lib- 
erality of the public, would be 
superfluous. It has already ex- 
pended, in the course of seven 
years, more than 81,000/. in 
promoting its object; and 
though its income in the sev- 
enth year amounted to 24,683/. 
this income fell short of the ex- 
penditure by 3,619/. besides a 
charge of more than 40001. 
on the balance in hand, chiefly 
on account of its foreign en- 
gagements. When these cir- 
cumstances are considered, in 
connection with the general 
merits of the Society, the in- 
habitants of the United King- 
dom can want no additional mo- 
tive to stimulate their exertions 
in promoting, both by personal 
contribution, and local associa- 
tion, the permanent interest of 
an Institution, which promises, 
if liberally and extensively sup- 
ported, to become a BLESSING 
TO THE WHOLE EARTH. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


[Inserted by frarticular desire-] 


DISSOLUTION OF THE PASTORAL UNION BETWEEN THE Rev. 
Esenezer PorRTER AND THE CHURCH AND PEOPLE OF HIS 
CHARGE. 


At a special meeting of the South Consociation of Litchfield 
County, convened'by letters missive from the Moderator, at 
the house of the Rev. Ebenezer Porter in Washington, (Con.) 
December 18th, 1811, 


Present, 
Delegates from the Churches. 


Deacon Matthew Minor, Woodbury. 
Deacon James Morris, South Farms. 
Deacon Jonathan Smith, Bethlem. 


Rev. Messrs. 


Noah Benedict, 
Amos Chase, 

Azel Backus, D. D. 
Maltby Gelston. 
Zephaniah Swift, 
Lyman Beecher, 
Samuel Whittelsey, 
Bennet Tyler, 
Reuben Taylor, 


Mr. Ephraim Beardsley, Roxbury. 
Julius Deming, Esq. Litchfield. 
Deacon David Whittelsey, New Preston. 
Deacon Warren Mitchell, South Britain. 
Deacon Ashbel Bostwick, Bridgewater. 


Luther Hart, 


Daniel Potter, Esq. Plymouth. 


Deacon Jonathan Mitchell, Southbury. 
Deacon Charles Dayton, Watertown. 


The Rev. Mr. Benedict was 
chosen Moderator, and the Rev. 
Mr. Whittelsey and Deacon 
Morris were chosen Scribes. 

The Rev. Mr. Waterman, 
being pesent, was invited to sit 
With the body. 

After the meeting was open- 
ed with prayer by the Modera- 
tor, papers respecting the ap- 
pointment of the Rev. Mr. 
Porter, as Bartlet Professor of 
Pulpit Eloquence inthe Theo- 
logical Seminary at Andover, 
and the votes of the church and 
society, uniting with Mr. Porter, 
in calling the consociation for 
advice and decision in the case, 
were laid before the consocia- 
tion. 


Vor, V No. €. 





In attending to the subject; 
the consociation deem it their 
duty to express, to this church 
and congregation, the unfeign- 
ed pleasure they experience, in 
witnessing their regular and 
Christian attention to the im- 
portant subject, which has oc- 
casioned the present meeting. 

The consociation have taken 
the subject referred to them, 
into serious and prayerful con- 
sideration ; and, though attend- 
ed with difficulties on the right 
hand and on the left, they have 
been conducted to a united de- 
cision. And that this church 
and congregation may possess, 
as far as may be, the light 
which we —_— and view 
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the subject as it presented it- 
self to our minds, we shall en- 
deavor to give youa_ brief ac- 
count of the process, by which 
we came to the conclusion 
which we have formed. 

The question, referred to us 
for decision, is ; Whether it be 
expedient, all things consider- 
ed, that Mr. Porter be released 
from his present pastoral 
charge, with reference to the 
acceptance of a call to a pro- 
fessorship in the ‘Theological 
Seminary at Andover ? 

In the discussion of this 
question, we took for granted a 
position in which the church 
and society, we doubt not, will 
concur, viz. That we are to be 
guided, in our deliberations, 
solely by a regard to the glory 
of God, and the general wel- 
fare of his church on earth ; 
that ministers and churches, 
and people belong to God ; and 
that self-denial, for the promo- 
tion of his cause, is as really 
the duty of churches and civil 
communities, as of idividuals ; 
that as we are not our own, so 
we are not to live to ourselves, 
but to God, and to exercise that 
benevolence of which our Sav- 
jour set the example, when, 
for the glory of God and our 
yedemption, he took upon him 
the form of a servant, and 
obeyed even unto death. 

In forming our opinion on 
this subject, we have considered 
on the one hand, the impor- 
tance of the connection subsis- 
ting between you and your pas- 
tor; the endeared attachment 
also subsisting between you ; 
his great usefulness here, and 
in this part of the vineyard ; the 
pain which a separation must 
vccasion to him, and to this 





church and people; the dan- 
gers attending a vacant state ; 
and the difficulties of re-estah- 
lishing a gospel ministry. And 
we have, by no means, forgot- 
ten our own attachmentsto Mr. 
Porter, and the deep interest of 
all our churches in this ques- 
tion. 

On the other hand, we were 
led to consider, the danger 
which threatens the churches 
from bold and impious heresies, 
existing in various parts of our 
land, and patronized by men of 
great learning, talents, and 
wealth, and eager to dissemi- 
Nate their corrupt opinions ; 
heresies, as pernicious to purity 
of morals and the welfare of civ- 
il society, as they are disastrous 
to the interests of religion and 
the eternal welfare of the soul. 
We deemed it our duty to no- 
tice, also, the manifest and sig- 
nal interposition of heaven in 
the establishment of the Insti- 
tution at Andover,the off- 
spring of faith, and prayer, and 
charity,—founded for the ex- 


‘press purpose of supplying the 


churches of our land, with a 
learned, pious, and orthodox 
ministry—endowed with a lib- 
erality hitherto unparalleled in 
this country—unitiog the confi- 
dence and the prayers of all 
Christian ministers and people 
in New England, who feel the 
dangers of the present day, and 
understand the nature and im- 
portance of the institution ; a 
seminary, which, in its infancy, 
furnishes to the churches an- 
nually from fifteen to twenty 
ministers ; and is, in our est 
mation, of as much, if not more 
consequence, than any college 
in our land ; that such an instl- 
tution must be supplied with 
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suitable teachers; that none 
are qualified but ministers ex- 
perimentally acquainted with 
parochial duties; that men 
without parochial charges, in 
all respects qualified, are not to 
be found ; and that the inter- 
ests of the seminary are of such 
vast importance to the church 
of God, as to justify the remo- 
val of asettled minister for its 
supply. These were points, on 
which the consociation were 
unanimous. 

With respect to the question, 


whether Mr. Portershall be the 


man io supply the present va- 
cancy at Andover, the unanimi- 
ty of the two boards who elec- 
ted him, our own confidence 
and the confidence of the Chris- 
tian community in Mr. Porter, 
were thought deserving of par- 
ticular regard. With these 


things in view, and reflecting 


that no other suitable man could 
be obtained, without a sacrifice, 
on the part of some other church 
and congregation, as great as 
that which this people would be 
called to make ; and consider- 
ing that God had evidently cal- 
led Mr. Porter to undertake the 
great work of rearing ministers 
for the supply of our churches, 
and, in his holy Providence, 
laid upon this church and pco- 
ple, the duty of self-denial— 
What were we, brethren, that, 
with these views of the subject, 
we should withstand God? In 
his most holy presence, and 
with a sincere regard, we trust, 
to his glory and the best good 
of his cause, our consciences 
have constrained us to give an 
affirmative answer to the follow- 


* From motives of delicacy some 
expressions of friendship to Mr. 
Porter are here omitted, 





ing questions, and to unite in 
the following result : 

Question Ist. Is it expe- 
dient, in any case, that the con- 
sociation dissolve the connexion 
between a minister and a people, 
for the benefit of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Andover? 

Answered unanimously in the 
affirmative. 

Question 2d. Is it expedient 
that the pastoral relation be- 
tween the Rev. Ebenezer Por- 
ter and the church and society 
in Washington be dissolved, 
that he may accept, as soon as 
his health and other circumstan- 
ces will permit, the office to 
which he is elected in the The- 
ological Seminary at Andover ? 

Answered unanimously in the 
affirmative. 

Therefore, Voted unanimous- 
ly, That the pastoral relation, 
between the Rev. Ebenezer 
Porter and the church and so- 
ciety in Washington, be dissol- 
ved, and it is hereby dissolved. 

In the result, we have not 
supposed ourselves at liberty to 
do evil that good may come; 
but have felt ourselves bound, as 
Christian men and guardians of 
the church, to exercise our- 
selves, and to recommend to 
Mr. Porter, and to this church 
and people, to exercise that dis- 
interested love which seeketh 
not her own, but, in all things, 
has respect to the glory of God. 
We think also that in this de- 
cision, we conform to the im- 
memorial usage of this State ; 
our College having been sup- 
plied, uniformly, with presi- 
dents and professors of divinity, 
by the removal of ministers 
from their pastoral charges. 

The foregoing minutes were 
read, and unanimously appro- 
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yed, as the doings of this con- 
sociation, 
Attest, 

Noan Benepict, Moderator. 

S. WHITTELSEY, ‘ Spice! 

James Monris, 

A true copy of the original 
minutes of consociation. 

Attest, SamuEL WHITTEL- 
SEY, Scribe 


— 


INAUGURATION. 


On Wednesday the Ist of 


April, the Rev. Exsrenezer 


Porter, late pastor of the 
church in Washington, (Conn.) 
was inaugurated as Professor of 


Sacred Rhetoric in the Tieolo- 
gical Seminary at Andover. 
‘The Rev. Dr. Holmes made the 
introductory prayer and preach- 
edthe sermon; the Rev. Mr. 
Dana of Newburyport made the 
inaugurating prayer ; the Rev. 
Dr. Pearson, President of the 
Board of Trustees of Philips 
Academy, read the appropriate 
parts of the Statutes of the 
Founders, and the Creed, which 
was repeated by the Professor 


elect ; and the Rev. Dr. Spring 


made the concluding prayer. 

The Inaugural Oration was 
omitted on account of the indis- 
position of Mr. Porter. 


———S => 
LETTER FROM MR. HALL. 


The following paragraphs are ex- 
' tracts from a letter to the Rev. 
Dr. Morse, written by Mr. 
Gordon Hall, one of the Ameri- 
can missionaries, 


embarked for Asia. 


.“ On board the ship Harmony? 
Feb. 22, 1812. 

. “ REY. AND DEAR SIR, 

I raxe the liberty of addres- 
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sing a line to you, believing 
that it will ever be grateful to 
your feelings to hear all you can 
from the American Mission, 
in which your heart is so deep- 
ly interested. 

“ Our arrival at Philadelphia 
was safe and seasonable. We 
were received with warm affec- 
tion and enlarged benevolence. 
Last Monday evening a prayer- 
meeting was held in the Taber- 
nacle. Most of the Presbyte- 
rian and Baptist clergy were 
present ; also the Rev. Messrs, 
‘Joyce and Burch, all the mis- 
sionaries, and a numerous con- 
course. Many fervent prayers 
were addressed to the throne of 
grace in behalf of Zion, and for 
the success of the mission. 
The meeting was deeply so- 
lemn and interesting. ‘To the 
missionaries it was peculiarly 
animating and encouraging. I 
believe we all blessed God and 
took courage. 

“ Mr. Ralston spared no 
pains in making every possible 
arrangement for our advantage 
and comfort. He has laid the 
missionaries and their employ- 
ers under very great obligations. 
He, Dr. Green, and others, 
were active in procuring for us 
such national documents as may 
be of great use to us. 

“ On Tuesday morning we 
left Philadelphia for Newcastle, 
whither the ship had previously 
gone. We were detained till 
Thursday ; then sailed as far as 
Port Penn, where we were de- 
tained till this morning, (Satur- 
day) by astorm. We are now 
under way ; but the wind 1s so 
moderate, that we have jittle 
hope of getting to sea. He 
who holds the winds in his fists 
will order our voyage in WIs- 











dom and righteousness ; bles- 
sed be his name. 

‘“ The number of sinha on 
board the ship is as follows, 
viz. from the London Missiona- 
ry Society, the Rev. Mr. May 
and his wife, and Miss Green ; 
from the Baptist Missionary 
Society, the Rev. Messrs. Johns 
and Lawson, and their wives, 
two children and an unmarried 
female ; brother Nott and his 
wife, and brother Rice and my- 
self, fourteen in all. We have 
also two French passengers with 
us, two supercargoes, the cap- 
tain, the first and second mates, 
and crew, making thirty nine 
souls on board. The accom- 
modations of the ship are fully 
equal to our expectations. As 
yet every thing is pleasant. 
The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are 
glad. 

“ We shall ever be anxious 
to hear from our native Jand— 
especially from those who have 
taken so deep an interest in our 
success, as you, Sir, have. We 
hope you will not wait to hear 
from us before you write. We 
can make such arrangements, 
that letters directed to us at 
Calcutta will reach us. Let 
me beg you to write soon. 

Yours, dear Sir, in Christian 
affection. 

Gorpox HALt. 

“ February 24. Between the 
capes in Delaware bay. I have 
opened this letter to inform you 
that contrary winds obliged us 
to return to Port Penn, on Sab- 
bath morning. A kind Provi- 
dence permitted our missionary 
company to have regular wor- 
ship on the Sabbath. I preach- 
ed in the morning, brother 

Johns, P. M. Though sépara- 
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ted from the house of God and 
the congregation of his people, 
we humbly trust that our Sav- 
iour was with us. Owing to 
the situation of the ship, but 
one mariner attended. The 
captain has expressed an inten- 
tion to join with us not only in 
the worship of the Sabbath, but 
in our morning and evening ex- 
ercises, as soon as the ship is at 
sea. In this respect things ap- 
pear favorable. May God 
grant his blessing. Wind now 
fair—we move rapidly—fare- 
well,” 


This letter was sent back by 
the pilot boat, and contains the 
latest intelligence from the mis- 
sionaries. The public will not 
probably hear from them again 
till next autumn. 


a 


The following letter was written 
by the wife of one of the mis- 
Stonaries, on the eve be- 
fore the vessel sailed from Sa- 
lem. 

“ Hers am I, my dear moth- 

er, on board the brig Caravan, in 

a neat little cabin, with brother 

and sister Judson, Mr. P—and 

Capt I—, (who will spend the 

night with us,) and another 

dear friend whose beloved so- 
ciety enlivens my spirits, and 
renders my situation pleasant. 

I have at length taken leave of 

the land of my forefathers, asd 

entered the vessel which will 
be the place of my residence, 
till I reach the desired haven. 

Think not, my dear mother, 

that we are now sitting in silent 

sorrow, strangers to peace. Oh 
no; though the idea that I have 
left you, to see you no more, is 

painful indeed ; yet I think I 





can say, that I have found the 
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grace of my Redeemer suffi- 
cient for me—his strength has 
been made perfect in my weak- 
ness. We have been engaged 
in singing this evening, and can 
you believe me, when I tell 
you, that I never engaged in 
this delightful part of worship 
with greater pleasure. 

“ Our accommodations have 
exceeded my highest expecta- 
tions. God has ever been doing 
me good ; He will not leave me 
in this trying hour. I feel dis- 
tressed that I should cause you 
and my other dear friends so 
much pain. Why should you 
feel anxious, my mother? Let 
me entreat you to dry your 
tears which have been shed on 
my account, trust in God, and 
be happy. The'agreeable dis- 
appointment which I have met 
with relative to the accommo- 
dations of the vessel lays me 
under renewed obligations to de- 
vote myself entirely to my cov- 
enant Redeemer. I feel a sweet 
satisfaction in reflecting upon 
the undertaking, in which I arg 
engaged. It is not to acquire 
the riches and honors of this fa- 
ding world ; but to assist one of 
Christ’s dear ministers in carry- 
ing the glad tidings #f salvation 
to the perishing heathen of 
Asia. 

“ T intended to have writtena 
long letter to.our dear M— be- 
fore I left Salem; but have 
fund it quite impracticable. 
Do give my love to her and Mr. 
H—.. I hope they will not for- 
get me when [ am a stranger in 
a strange land. Remember 
me affectionately to Mr. and 
Mrs. W—, Miss H—, and all 
my other friends. I shall think 
much of the society of females 
In my native town. Will they 
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not make me a subject of inter- 
cession at every meeting? O 
that they may be abundantly 
blessed. 

“ T never shall repay you, my 
dear mother, for all the kind- 
ness and love you have shewn 
me thus far in life. Accept my 
sincere thanks for every favor, 
and Oh forgive me for so often 
causing you pain and anxiety, 
May the Almighty reward you 
a hundred fold for your kind- 
ness to me. And now, my 
dear mother, what more shall I 
say, but ask you to pray for 
me, and engage other Chris- 
tians to do the same. 

«There is a calm for those who 

weep, 

A rest for weary pilgrims.” — 
Parting sounds will not be heard 
in heaven. May wemeet there, 
after lives filled with usefulness 
and duty. I have a thousand 
things to say, but must stop 
short. 

It is late—I must retire—— 
Dear mother, adieu.” 

[ Panoplist. 


a 


Extracted from a Narrative of 
Personal Experience. 


FTER describing much 
A anxiety to obtain salva- 
tion, the writer thus proceeds: 
“ It was not now as heretofore ; 
my convictions followed me 
closely. I could not, as former- 
ly, forget these things, and was 
therefore a poor miserable crea- 
ture. One morning, as I was 
walking alone, I felt an uncom- 
mon load upon my heart. The 
remembrance of my sin, not 
only on the past evening, but for 
a long time back, the breach 
of my vows, and the shocking. 
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termination of my former hopes 
and affections, all uniting to- 
gether, formed a burden which 
I knew not howto bear. The 
gnawing of a guilty conscience, 
seemed to be a kind of hell 
within me. Nay, I really 
thought at the time, that this 
was the fire and brimstone of 
the oottomless pit, and that in 
me it was already kindled. I 
do not write in the language of 
exaggeration. I now know, 
that the sense which I then had 
of the evil of my sin, and the 
dreadfulness of God’s righteous 
displeasure against me on ac- 
count of it, came very far 
short of truth ; but yet they 
seemed more than I was able 
to sustain. When I thought 
of my broken vows, they ser- 
ved toconvince me that there 
was no truth in me, and that I 
was altogether wicked. I sub- 


scribed to the justice of my 
doom, if I were sent to hell; 
and plainly saw that to hell I 
must go, unless I were saved 
by mere grace, and as it were 


in spite of myself. I sensibly 
perceived that if God were to 
forgive me all the past, I should 
again destroy my soul, and that 
ina very little time. I never 
before felt myselfsuch an odious 
and helpless sinner. I seemed 
to have nothing about me that 
ought to excite the pity of God, 
or that I could reasonably ex- 
pect should do so ; but every 
thing disgusting to him, and 
provoking to the eyes of his 
glory. 

And now the question would 
turn in my mind what must I 
do? Indeed, I felt utterly ata 
loss whatto do. It is difficult 
at this distance of time to re- 
collect with precision the mi- 





nute workings of my mind; 
but as near as I can remember, 
I was like a man drowning, 
looking every way for help, or 
rather catching for somethin 
by which he might save his life. 
I tried to find out if there were 
any hope in divine mercy, any 
in the Saviour of sinners ; but 
felt repulsed in the thoughts of 
mercy having been so basely 
abused already. In this state 
of mind, as I was moving slow- 
ly on, I thought of the resolu- 
tion of Job, Though he slay me, 
yet will I trust in him: and for- 
asmuch as it yielded mea faint 
ray of hope, I repeated the 
words many times over, and at 
each repetition seemed to gath- 
er alittie strength. It excited 
a sort of feradventure the Sav- 
iour of sinners may save my 
life, mixed witha determination 
if I might, to cast my perish- 
ing soul upon him for salva- 
tion, to be both pardoned and 
purified, for I felt I needed the 
one as much as the other. 

I was not then aware that 
any poor sinner hada warrant 
to believe in Jesus Christ for 
the salvation of his soul; but 
supposed there must be some 
kind of qualification to entitle 
him to doit ; yet I was aware 
I had no qualifications. On a 
review of my resolution at that 
time, it seems toresemble that 
of Esther who went into the 
king’s presence contrary fo the 
law, and atthe hazard of her 
life. Like her I seemed reduced 
to extremities ; impelled by 
dire necessity to run all hazards, 
even though I should perish in 
the attempt. Yet it was not alto- 
gether from a dread of wrath, 
that I fled to this refuge: for I 


well remember that I perceived 
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something attracting in the Sav- 
iour. I must—I will—yes I will 
—trust my soul—my sinful lost 
soul—in his hands—if I perish, 
I perish! Such in substance 
were my resolutions. In this 
state of mind I continued near- 
ly an hour, weeping and sup- 
plicating mercy for the Sav- 
iour’s sake : (my soul hath it 
still in remembrance and is 
humbled in me!) andas my 
eye was more and more fixed on 
him, my guilt and fears were 
gradually and insensibly remo- 
ved. 

I now found rest for my troubled 
soul, and I should have found it 
sooner, if I had not entertained the 
notion of my having no warrant to 
come to Christ, without some pre- 
vious qualification. The notion 
was a bar that kept me back for a 
time, though through divine draw- 
ings I was enabled to overleap it. 
As near as I can remember, in the 
early part of those exercises, when 
I subscribed to the justice of God 
in my condemnation, and thought 


of the Saviour of sinners, I had ; 


then relinquished every f.ise confi- 
dence, believed my help to be only 
in him, and approved of salvation 
by | pe alone, through his death ; 
and if at that time I had known 
that any sinner might warrantabiy 
have trusted in him for salvation, I 
conceive I should have done so, and 
have found rest unto my soul sooner 
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than I did, I mention this, because 
it may be thecase with others, and 
who may be kept in darkness and 
despondency by erroneous views of 
the gospel, much longer than I was, 

I think I also did repent of my 
sin in the early part of these exer- 
cises, and before I thought that 
Christ would accept and save m 
soul. I conceive that justifying 
God in my condemnation, and ap- 
proving the way of salvation by Je- 
sus Christ necessarily included it ; 
but yet I did not think at the time 
that this was repentance or an 
thing truly good. Indeed I thought 
nothing about the exercises of m 
own mind, but merely of my guil- 
ty and lost condition, and whether 
there were any hope of escape for 
me. But having found rest for my 
soul in the cross of Christ, I was 
now Conscious of my being the sub- 
ject of repentance, faith, and love. 
When I thought of my past life, I 
abhorred myself and repented in 
dust and ashes; and when of the 
gospel way of salvation, I drank it 
in, as cold water is imbibed by a 
thirsty soul, My heart felt one 
with Christ, and dead to every oth- 
er object around me—I had thought 
I hac found the joys of the gospel 
heretofore, but now I seemed to 
know that 1 had found them, and 
was conscious that I had passed 
from death untolife. Yetevennow 
my mind was not so engaged in re- 
flecting upon my own feelings, as 
upon the objects which occasioned- 
them.” 
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